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Pusuic Law 601, 79TH CoNnGREss 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 





Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress | 1946], chapter 


753, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Rute X 


SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 
* * * ‘ * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
Rule XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
a * * * * * . 

(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any neces- 
sary remedial legiSlation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance of 
such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and to 
take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under the 
signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any mem- 
ber designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person designated 
by any such chairman or member 








RULES ADOPTED BY THE 88D CONGRESS 


House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 


RuLE X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Congress, 
the following standing committees: 


+ + x 4 * x 


(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


* * * 4 


RuLeE XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* * * * + a * 

17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American Activities 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American prop- 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 
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INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE 
ALBANY, N. Ba AREA- —Part 4 


THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 1954 


Unirep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
CoMMITrEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 


Albany, N. ¥. 
PUBLIC HEARING——MORNING SESSION 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to notice, at 10 a. m., in Federal Courtroom No. 1, New 
Post Office Building, Hon. Gordon H. Scherer (acting chairman) 
presiding. 

Committee member present: Representative Gordon H. Scherer. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Earl L. 
Fuoss, investigator; and Thomas W. Beale, Sr., chief clerk. 

Mr. Scuerer. The committee will be in session. 

The record will show that the Honorable Francis Walter was called 
back to Washington yesterday afternoon on an important matter, 
and the Honorable Bernard W. Kearney, the chairman of the sub- 
committee, is ill this morning. 

The record will further show that Chairman Harold H. Velde, 
chairman of the House Committee on Un-American Activities, has 
appointed a subcommittee for the hearing this morning consisting 
of Congressmen Kearney and Gordon H. Scherer; Gordon H. Scherer 
present and acting as chairman. 

The next witness, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. TAvenNER. This is Emmanuel Ross Richardson. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about 
to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God ¢ 

Mr. Ricwarpson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 


TESTIMONY OF EMMANUEL ROSS RICHARDSON 


Mr. TAveNNER. Will you state your full name, please ‘ 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Emmanuel Ross Richardson. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is the practice of the committee to inform every 
witness that he has the right to have counsel with him during the 
course of the hearing if he desires. It is noted that you do not have 
counsel with you. Do you desire counsel 

Mr. Ricuarpson. No, I do not. 


149-=- 


tow) 








4356 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE ALBANY, N. Y., AREA 


Mr. TTAVENNER. When and where were you born, Mr. Richardson ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. I was born in Richmond, Va., in 1924. 

Mr. TaveNNerR. Where do you live at this time / 

Mr. Rrcuarpson. In Richmond, Va 

Mr. ‘Tavi N NER. What is your trade or profession ¢ 

Mr. Ricuarpson. [ma prospective lawyer. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are studying to tz ake the bar examination for 
admission to the practice of law in the State of Vi irginia 4 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Thiscoming June, I believe ? 

Mir. Ricuarpson. That's correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you take your legal training ? 

Mr. Ricrarpson. Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that time what educational training did 
you have ¢ 

Mr. Ri HARDSON. I had attended the high schools in Rie hmond, Va. °9 
and then I went into the Army and served in the Pacific and in Europe, 
and came back, and I got a BS degree from Hampton Institute. 

Mr. TavenNER. When did you go into the armed services ¢ 

Mr. Ricuarpson. In June 1943. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you were discharged when ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. January 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you enter the law school at Cornell 
University ¢ 

Mr. Ricwarpson. September 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you complete your course there? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. I left there in June 1953. 

Mr. TavenneEr. While a student in the law school at Cornell Uni- 
versity did you meet a person by the name of David Brownstone ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell the committee the circumstances under which 
you met him and what transpired between you. 

Mr. Ricwarpson. When I first went into the school, Brownstone 
made my acquaintance. He started inviting me to lunch at his home, 
giving me the facts of communism and discussing communism with 
me in general. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he extend you an invitation to join the Com- 
munist club or group at Cornell University # 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Not at that time. Later he did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell the committee just what led up to his extend- 
ing that invitation to you. 

Mr. RicHarpson. When he started in iting me to his home for lunch 
I reported it to the FBI, and I gave them all the facts. The FBI 
requested that I continue to meet with him and to go into the party. 

Mr. Scuerer. At that time had you had any previous contact with 
the FBI? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Previous to the time I contacted them ? 

Mr. Scuerer. That is right. 

Mr. Ricuarpson. No, I did not. 

Mr. Tavenner. The point is that when this one individual began 
talking to you about communism and he extended an invitation to you 
to become a member, you reported that to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation ? 
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Mr. Ricrarpson. I reported it before he extended the invitation. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a result of the suggestion that was made to you 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, did you accept the invitation 
that was extended to you? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Yes: I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then you became a member of the Communist 
group at Cornell ? 

Mr. Ricnarpson. That’s true. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, just what you 
did when you first became a member ? 

Mr. Ricrarpson. When I first became a member they assigned me 
to the Labor Youth League, which is a sort of training for future 
Communist members. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. But were you already a member of the Communist 
Party at the time you were assigned to that group ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That's true. 

Mr. Scnerer. You joined the party with full knowledge of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s true. 

Mr. Scuerer. And did you make reports to the FBI during the 
time that you were a member of the party ? 

Mr. Rrcuarpson. I made periodic reports. 

Mr. Scuerer. How often? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Once a week, or whenever the necessity occurred. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee why it was that you 
were assigned, if you know, to this particular group on the campus, 
the Labor Youth League ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. I think there were 2 reasons I was assigned : One 
was because I was a student at Cornell, and No. 2 was because I wasn’t 
as well versed in communism as another person who would be coming 
in the Labor Youth League into the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. It was a training ground, then, for Communist 
Party membership ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s true. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the date that you were assigned to that 
group ¢ 

Mr. Ricwarpson. It was around April of 1951. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain active in the Labor Youth 
League ¢ 

Mr. Ricuarpson. I remained ere in the Labor Youth League 
from April until around October of 1951 

Mr. Tavenner. Until October of 19: 514 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee how this group known 
as the Labor Youth League oper: ated at Cornell ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. They held secret meetings in which they held 
training courses on mainly Negro liberation, white chauvinism, and 
American imperialism. They also put out a paper called the Chal- 
lenge, which spread Communist propaganda. 

Mr. Taverner. Will you tell us more about the publication of this 
paper called the Challenge ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. It was a paper gathered by the members of the 
Labor Youth League. The president was actually the editor of the 
paper, and the articles were written by the leaders of the Labor Youth 
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League, and it was sent out to the students by picking every 8th name 
on the school roster, or every 10th name or every 20th name. Also, 
it was given out by hand on street corners. 

Mr. Tavenner. To what extent did the Communist Party itself 
advise the Labor Youth League or guide it in its work ¢ 

Mr. Ric HARDSON. The Communist Party, even though they main- 
tained that they were separate from the Labor Youth League, actually 
dominated the Labor Youth League and held meetings with the lead- 
ers of the Labor Youth League to determine its policies and to deter- 
mine its officers, also. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were the officers of the Labor Youth League mem- 
bers of the Communist group ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. The only necessity was that the chairman of the 
Labor Youth League be a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Scuerer. Was he a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the chairman of the Labor Youth League 
during the period that you were connected with it ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Eleanor Walden. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell it ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. W-a-]-d-e-n. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have any copies in your possession of the 
Challenge ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. No; I do not. I turned all my copies in to the 
FBI. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did I understand you to say that the editor of the 
Challenge was the chairman of the Labor Youth League? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. That’s true, even though it was run off by one of 
the members. 

Mr. Tavenner. One of the members of what? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Of the Labor Youth League. Of course, he was 
also a party member. 

Mr. Scuerer. When you say “runoff,” was the paper mimeographed 
wr printed ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Thi: it’s right. 

Mr. Scurerer. Was this a printed publication or a mimeographed 
publication ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the individual member of the Commu- 
nist Party and also member of the Labor’ Youth League who was 
charged with the duty of running off the copies of the Challenge? 

Mr. Ricarpson. David Greenwood. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell us of any specific instance where the 
Communist Party, as distinguished from the Labor Youth League, 
directed what should be printed in this paper called the Challenge ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Well, it’s hard to single out any one instance 
because in the entirety, almost, the Communist Party had the last 
word in the matter. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have told us that the Labor Youth League 
was a training ground for Communists, and you have told us of ‘the 
type of training that they afforded. Was there any other activity 
on or off the campus that the Labor Youth League engaged in? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. At times the Labor Youth League would go to 
Binghamton to distribute the Communist leaflet, the Morning Sun, 
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to the workers of Endicott-Johnson shoe factories, around in that 
area. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell us when that occurred ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. There really wasn’t a specific date. It happened 
mostly on Thursdays, I think it was, Thursday morning. 

Mr. TavenneEr. You mean that happened regularly ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Pretty regularly. 

Mr. Tavenner. How were the arrangements made, if you know, 
for members of the Labor Youth League i in Cornell to distribute this 
Communist publication in Binghamton ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. The southern tier organizer, who was also resid- 
ing in Binghamton, would contact the chairman of the Labor Youth 
League, and 4 or 5 other Labor Youth League members would catch 
the bus and go down to Binghamton at night and stay overnight to 
distribute the papers the next morning when the workers were on the 
way to work. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the leader in Binghamton ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Robert Johnston. 

Mr. Tavenner. The person, the organizer, in charge of the southern 
tier, as it is called ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Robert Johnston. 

Mr. TavenNER. He was a high functionary of the Communist Party, 
was he not? 

Mr. Ricnarpson. That’s right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know where he is today ? 

Mr. Ricnarpson. Before I left Ithaca he went into the under 
ground. I don’t know what happened to him after. 

Mr. TAaveNNER. Why was it that they came to Cornell to get these 
students who had to spend the night in Binghamton, and then the 
next day make distribution of this material? Why was it they had 
to rely upon students to do that, do you know ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. As it was told to me, it was because the Bingham- 
ton area didn’t have many Communist members, and Cornell being 
in close proximity to the factories in Binghamton, with a few more 
people, could work better, and they were students and not workers 
around the area. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall any occasion when functionaries of 
the Communist Party visited a meeting of the Labor Youth League? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. It was a fairly frequent occasion to have the 
southern tier organizer at the Labor Youth League executive meetings 

Mr. Tavenner. That is, Mr. Johnston ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. That’s right. 

Mr. TaveNNER. How do you spell his name? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. His last name ? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes. 

Mr. RicHarpson. J-o-h-n-s-t-o-n. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that you were active in the Labor Youth 
League from April to October 1951. Before I ask you anything fur- 
ther along that line, are you familiar with the organization of the 
Labor Youth Le: ague in this country ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Somewhat. Not in toto. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I think it would be well to read into 
the record at this place information relating to the Labor Youth 
League. : 
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Mr. Scuerer. Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. In an article by Carl Ross, entitled “The Youth in 
the Fight for Peace, Against Militarization,” which appeared in Polit- 
ical Affairs, for February 1951, the following information concerning 
the Labor Youth League was shown, and now I quote from that article : 

The recent founding convention of the Labor Youth League, culminating its 
work of a year and a half, has made a deep impression on our whole party. In 
this short time the League has proven itself to be a worthy heir of all the best 
traditions of the Young Communist League, its 25-year record of struggle and 
its training of many of the outstanding leaders of our party today. But we are 
still slow to grasp the full meaning of the establishment of this independent 
working class youth organization * * *. 

The doors are now opened to a new generation of youth to learn in the spirit 
of Marxism-Leninism how to develop their present struggles and within the 
future. 

Qur last convention (national convention of the Communist Party, U. S. A.) 
noted that the battle for the youth was still too one-sided, that the labor move 
ment and peace forces had not challenged reaction’s offensive against the youth. 
Chis convention (the fifteenth national convention * * * 1950) can note impor- 
tant progress by our party and other forces in taking up this challenge. * * * 

Finally, in large part, the fight to win the youth depends upon the conscious 
forces of Communist and non-Communist youth organized in the Labor Youth 
League * * * 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether at the time you were in at- 
tendance at Cornell, this organization, the Labor Youth League, was 
permitted to exist openly on the campuses of other colleges in the 
country ¢ 

Mr. Ricnarpson. As I understand it, during the last years I was 
there it could have been possibly one other school, but the majority of 
the schools had outlawed the Labor Youth League as a legitimate 
campus organization. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, as a mere matter of reference, and 
not to be incorporated in the transscript of this testimony, I want to 
ms rely refer to the testimony of Matthew Cvetic which was taken 
before our committee in 1950, outlining the maner in which the Labor 
Youth League was organized. 

You told us that you remained active in this organization from 
April to October of 1951. Where was your attention centered after 
October 1951 ? 

Mr. Ricnarpson. First I was made coordinator of all the Marxist 
groups in the area, and then after going on the 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell us more about that. 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Well, as coordinator I moved from one group 
to the other, sort of tying the groups in. That was my main—— 

Mr. Tavenner. What were these groups and where were they 
located ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. They were located within a radius of 11 miles of 
Ithaca. They had the town group, the campus group, graduate group. 
Of course, I also coordinated with the ALP [Amercan Labor Party | 
and the league. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you speak of groups, what organization are 
you referring to? Were they groups of the Labor Y outh League or 
groups of the Communist P arty that you are now referring to, o1 
what were they ? 

Mr. Riciarpson. They were groups of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, cells of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. That’s correct. 
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Mr. Scuerer. Over what period did this activity you are describ- 
ing take place ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That lasted only a couple of menths due to the 
fact that I was elected the chairman of the comtnns committee. 

Mr. Scuerer. A couple of months in what year $ 

Mr. Ricuarpson. It lasted until around December of 1951 or Jan- 
uary of 1952 

Mr. Tavenner. During that few months’ period you were coordi- 
nator of these various groups of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. And these groups were specifically what ? 

Mr. Ricnarpson. The town group 

Mr. Tavenner. That is, the town of Ithaca ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Ithaca. 

Mr. Tavenner. Or the city of Ithaca? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. It was the city of Ithaca. Of course, people from 
‘Trumansburg went on to the town group, too. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is one group. 

Mr. Ricuarpson. The campus or student group, and the graduate 
group. Of course, I worked with the Labor Youth League, and 
acted as coordinator with the ALP, too. 

Mr. Tavenner. By “ALP” you are referring to the American 
Labor Party ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. That’s correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there anything about your work as coordinator 
which would throw any special light on the objects of the Communist 
Party in its organizational efforts in Ithaca and at Cornell ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. Our main function there was to circulate around 
the different groups, to collect funds for fund drives, and just to dis- 
tribute information, and to tie them in when the city committee hadn’t 
met. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was it that the Communist Party was at- 
tempting to accomplish by its organizational efforts, both in the town 
of Ithaca and on the campus? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. You mean the ultimate goal ? 

Mr. TaveNNER. Yes. 

Mr. Ricuarpson. The ultimate goal was Soviet America. Even 
though after the first Communist trials all literature that had the 
word, “force,” that showed a means of force in doing so, was de- 
stroyed, it still followed the basic Marxist concept of the over- 
throw 

Mr. Scurerer. When you say “after the first trials,’ you mean the 
trials under the Smith Act here in this country ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s right. 

Mr. Scuerer. It was after that that the literaure that came into 
your possession was changed, eliminating any reference to force or 
violence ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s correct. 

Mr. Scuerer. Is that your testimony 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say that was the ultimate goal of the Commu- 
nist Party. How did it seek in your areas to work toward the goal ? 
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Mr. Ricuarpson. By using that, aligning the working class and 
the peasantry up as a vanguard to the revolution, through fighting 
on various issues as peace, Negro liberation, and fighting against 
American imperialism. 

Mr. Scuerer. Those were the general subjects under discussion 
at these meetings? Is that your testimony 4 

Mr. Ricnarpson. That’s correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that after finishing your work as coor- 
dinator of these groups you were elected to a higher office, that of a 
member of the Central Committee of the Communist Party in that 
area ¢ 

Mr. Ricuarpson. When I was made coordinator I was put on the 
central committee, but after that I was elected chairman of the 
central committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were your duties as chairman of the central 
committee of the Communist Party in that area ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. As chairman of the central committee I presided 
over the central committee, helped to decide the various functions of 
all the groups of that area. 

Mr. Tavenner. What area was covered by this oganization ¢ 

Mr. Ricuarpson. The Cornell campus, the city of Ithaca, and 
Trumansburg. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many were on the central committee ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. There were four, including the southern tier 
organizer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us the names of those who served 
on that committee while you were there ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. Eleanor Walden. Pardon, my mistake. There 
were actually five. Connie Mitchell 

Mr. TavenNeER. How do you spell “Mitchell” ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. M-i-t-c-h-e-]-]. 

Mr. Tavenner. In giving these names, will you give further identi- 
fying information regarding them, if youcan? Eleanor Walden, you 
have already told us, was a student at Cornell, and had been chair- 
man of the Labor Youth League. 

Mr. Ricwarpson. Connie Mitchell was a student at Cornell, a fresh- 
man, and her home was in Trumansburg, New York. Sherman 
Mitchell, her father was a worker in the Ithaca area. Robert Johns- 
ton, the southern-tier organizer, and myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think I should ask you to state whether or not any 
of these persons have resigned from the Communist Party or with- 
drew from it, if you know. 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Sherman Mitchell and Connie Mitchell have 
both resigned from the Communist Party. 

Mr. Scuerer. When was that ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. They resigned in about February of 1953. 

Mr. Scuerer. How long were you in the party? I think we should 
find that out. 

Mr. Ricuarpson. I was in the party from April of 1951 until Au- 
gust of 1953. 

Mr. Scuerer. How did you happen to get out of the party? 

Mr. Ricnarpson. Well, I was just getting tired of fooling with the 
people and their crazy way of doing things. 
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Mr. Scuerer. Up until August of 1953 did you continue to make 
these periodic reports to the FBI ¢ 

Mr. Ricuarpson. I did. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you have a discussion with the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation at the time you left the party in August ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. I did. 

Mr. Scueker. Was it agreeable to them ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. It was. 

Mr. Scuerer. These activities you are describing continued as late 
as August of last year, then ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s true. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were these organizations which you are telling us 
about in existence at the time you left the party ? 

Mr. Ricnarpson. They were. 

Mr. Scurrer. And the activities were going on at that time? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. They were. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did your leaving the Communist Party coincide 
with the completion of your course at Cornell University ? 

Mr. Ricuarvson. Not completely. The FBI asked me to see if I 
could make any contacts with the Communist Party in Richmond. I 
went down to Richmond, and I got as far as the Progressive Party, 
but the Communist Party then in Richmond, Va., was sort of a broken- 
up thing, and it would have taken too long. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am very glad to hear that. That is my State. 
But you severed your connection with the Communist Party in Ithac: 
when you returned to your home in Richmond, Va., after having dis- 
cussed the matter with the Federal Bureau of Investigation ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. Not in the minds of the Communist members of 
Ithaca I hadn’t, because I told them I would be back. 

Mr. 'TaveNNER. Have you been back ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not certain that you have given us the names 
of all 5—I am told you have given us the names of all 5 members of 
the central committee. You were the fifth member ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Yes. 

Mr. TavenNer. Did you remain on the central committee during the 
entire time you were a student at Cornell ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee the nature of the work 
that the Communist group on the campus engaged in? You have told 
us about the Labor Youth League. Now tell us about the Communist 
cell or the Communist group on the campus. 

Mr. Ricuarpson. The Communist group on the campus was mainly 
used as a checkpoint of the Communist members in the Labor Youth 
League because the students who were in the Communist Party were 
also in the Labor Youth League. Therefore, it would serve as a 
double function or it would have been too ov erlapping if they really 
had separate activities to perform. 

Mr. TaveENNER. Were there members of the Labor Youth League 
who were not members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. There were. 

Mr. TavenNeER. Did the Communist group take action at any time 
to bring speakers to the campus of the college? 
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Mr. Riciarpson. Under the sponsorship of the Labor Youth League 
the Communists did bring spe akers to the college. One specific in- 
stance—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Just amoment. Was that done by the Labor Youth 
League or was it done by the Communist Party’ How was that ac- 
complished ? 

Mr. Scurrer. You said it was under the sponsorship of the Labon 
Youth League? 

Mr. Riciiarpson. That’s correct. 

Mr. Scrrerer. That the speakers were brought ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s correct, but they were actually obtained 
through the Communist leaders. 

Mr. Scuerer. Tell us for the record why the Communists used the 
Labor Youth League to sponsor these speakers. I think I know, but 
1 think we should have it on the record. 

Mr. Ricwarpson. The Labor Youth League was a recognized organ- 
ization on the campus. 

Mr. Scuerer. Would there be any substantial attendance at the 
meetings at which the speakers had been sponsored publicly by the 
Communist group on the campus, or how would it have affected the 
attendance ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. It might have affected it some, but I think on the 
whole the majority of people would still have come, because the people 
who came didn’t come to become interested in only what he had to say 
but only to attack him and to heckle him. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is interesting. First let me ask you this: How 
many were in this Communist group on the campus? It was a small 
number, wasn’t it / 

Mr. Ricuarpson. It started off with around 20, but it finally dwin 
dled down to 5. 

Mr. Scurrer. How many students did you have at Cornell ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. 9,000. 

Mr. Scurrer. All right, go ahead, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did the Communist Party group go about se- 
curing aspeaker? Did they do it as the Communist Party or did they 
do it through the Labor Youth League / 

Mr. Ricnarpson. It did it through the Labor Youth League appa- 
ratus, but everyone contacted were Communist Party members. Many 
times it was done through the organizer, Communist Party organizer, 
sometimes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us any instances that you can recall 
when speakers were brought there at the instance or through the Com- 
munist Party organizer ¢ 

Mr. Ricarpson. A person whose name, I think, was Jessica Smith 
was brought to Cornell once through the instance of the Communist 
Party organizer. 

Mr. Tavenner. What other speakers were brought to the campus 
through the medium of the Labor Youth League ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. One other speaker I recall was Howard Fast, 
the author. 

Mr. Scurrer. Did the students heckle Fast? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. You referred earlier to the existence of 
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Mr. Scuerer. May I interrupt? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. For the record, Mr. Beale, the clerk, reminds me that 
Jessica Smith was the long-time editor of the Soviet Russia Today. 
Do you say that she talked to the student group at Cornell ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s correct. 

Mr. Scuerer. They heckled her, too? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. They did. 

Mr. Scuerer. Go ahead. 

Mr. Tavenner. You referred to the existence of a group of gradu- 
ate students as part of the Communist organization on the campus. 
How many members of the graduate school were members of the 
Communist organization ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. There were six. 

Mr. Tavenner. And there were 6 members of the graduate group ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s correct. 

Mr. TavenNneER. Due to the usual age spread of those who engage in 
graduate studies I am going to ask you to give the committee the 
names of those who were members of the graduate group. 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Leonard and Barbara, a married couple. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the last name? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Marzak, M-a-r-z-a-k. Bernie and Peggie Deutch, 
D-e-u-t-c-h. Homer and Marge Owen. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, the person referred to as Mr. Owen 
has appeared before the committee and cooperated with it, and has 
admitted his former Communist Party membership and has demon- 
strated that he is no longer a member of the Communist Party. 

All right. 

Mr. RicHarpson. Those are the members. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee, please, the names of 
those who were the leaders in the campus undergraduate student 
group ¢ 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Of the Communist Party. I want now just those 
who took the foremost part in the operations of that group. 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Jonathan and David Lubell, L-u-b-e-l-l. Do you 
want them identified ? 

Mr. TAvENNER. You say the name is Jonathan ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. That's right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he also referred to as Jon, J-o-n? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. So “Jon” and “Jonathan” are the same person ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s correct. Do you want any identifying 
information ? 

Mr. TavenneEk. Yes; I would like any identifying information you 
can give regarding them. 

Mr. Ricwarpson. The Lubells, when they graduated from Cornell, 
went to Harvard Law School where they were called up before a com- 
mittee in Boston, and they stood on the fifth amendment. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Was that a congressional committee before which 
they appeared ? 
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Mr. Ricuarpson. That's correct. Janet Moran and John Marqusee. 
That’s M-o-r-a-n and M-a-r-q-u-s-e-e. They are now man and wife. 
The last I heard they were living in Boston. David Greenwood 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether Mr. Marqusee was here yes- 
terdayv as aw itness before the committee ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. I heard of it. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, continue. 

Mr. Ricuarpson. David Greenwood. The last I heard, he is still in 
New York. Samuel Suckow, S-u-c-k-o-w. He left not long after I 
started at Cornell. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mean left the Communist Party or left 

Mr. Ricwarpson. Left the area. Mary Woods, W-o-o-d-s. 

Mr. Tavenner. What function did she play in the work of the 
party ¢ 
~ Mr. Ricuarpson. Mary Woods was not too active around the Cor 
nell area. It was only after she graduated from Cornell that the 
party sent her to Binghamton to work, and there she became more 
active. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, continue. 

Mr. Ricnarpson. Carl Milvy. It’s really Milvy, M-i-l-v-y, a con 

raction of two names, “Milt” and “Levy.” 

Mr. Scnerer. What was that name again ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. Milvy, M-i-l-v-y. 

Mr. Scuerer. Is that his correct name ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. It is a correct name today. It was contracted 
when the man’s father first came from the Old Country. Robert 
Balenky, B-a-l-e-n-k-y, and Eleanor Walden again, and Connie 
Mitchell. 

Mr. Tavenner. Those are the persons who were the most active 
and took positions of leadership in the Con munist group on the 
campus / 

Mr. Ricnarpson. That’s correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were there others? 

Mr. Rrcnarpson. There were. 

Mr. Tavenner. Other members besides those you have mentioned ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. There were. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I would suggest that the names of 
the other persons who were members of this campus group be taken 
In executive session, with a view in mind that the staff making fur- 
ther investigation as to those individuals and that public mentioning 
of their names await the future action of the committee. 

Mr. Scurrer. The suggestion of counsel will be followed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were the Communist Party meetings held 
on the campus? 

Mr. RicHaroson. Many times they were held in the classrooms 
of Goldwin and Smith Hall, on the campus. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you aware of the existence of a Communist 
Party group within the faculty at Cornell ? 

Mr. Ricrrarpson. Not asa group. I was only aware of one faculty 
member who was a Communist Party member, and I did not know 
who he was. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were never successful in learning his name? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s correct. 
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Mr. Tavenner. How is it that you can testify that there was a 
person on the faculty who was a member of the Communist Party 
if you have never learned of his name? 

Mr. Ricnarpson. I had one man who was to contact this person, 
and any information coming from the city committee or from the 
Communist Party was carried to him through this one person, and 
anything he had to send back to the Communist Party came back 
through this one person. 

Mr. Scnerer. What was that one person’s name / 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Bernie Deutch. 

Mr. a Spell it. 

Mr. Ricuarpson. D-e-u-t-c-h. 

Mr. TAVENNER. He was a member of the graduate school group of 

e party ¢ 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s correct. 

Mr. Scuerer. Again for the record, What year was it that Bernie 
Deutch acted as a contact man with the professor ¢ 

Mr. Ricnarpson. I know from the early part of 1952 until the 
Communist ee re-registration, around March of 1953. 

Mr. Taverner. Were any contributions made to the general work 
of the party by the unknown individual on the faculty ? 

Mr. Ric HARDSON. At one time one hundred and some dollars was 
turned over to me from a my sterious souree, and I suspected that it 
came from that member. 

Mr. Scurerer. You don’t know ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. I don’t know. 

Mr. Scuerrer. You say “a mysterious source.” Was it this Berni 
Deutch ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. It came through Bernie Deutch. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did Bernie Deutch tell you where it was from? 

Mr. Ricnarpson. No. He said it came from someone else other 
than himself. 

Mr. Tavenner. You referred to the party meetings being held in 
the classroom. Did the authorities of the university know of the 
holding of those meetings of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Ricnarpson. They did not. The rooms were left open ofttimes 
during the evenings and night, and the members of the student group 
would go in there, one of the back rooms, and use it for the meeting. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did your Communist Party group receive any en 
couragement, directly or ind lirectly, from any of the members of the 
faculty as far as you know ? 

If you don’t know of yovr own knowledge, I don’t want surmise 
about it. 

Mr. Ricuarpson. I could give a qualified answer. Not that I 
ton’t know of my own knowledge. It could be a slight encourage- 
ment. 

(Portion of the proceedings were ordered stricken from the record 
by the acting chairman of the subcommittee. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. I think, Mr. Chairman, this is a very convenient 
place for a break if you want to have it. It will be possibly three 
quarters of an hour more. 

Mr. Scuerer. We will take about a 5-minute recess. 

(Whereupon, at 11 a. m., the hearing was recessed, reconvening 
at 11:15 a. m.) 
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AFTER RECESS 


Mr. Scnerer. You may proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did you occupy your summer vacations while 
a student at Cornell ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. By working in Syracuse, N. Y., in the General 
Electric plant. 

Mr. Tavenner. What summer or summers did you work there? 

Mr. Ricniarpson. From June to September 1951, and June to Sep- 
tember 1952 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee the circumstances under 
which you obtained that employment ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. I obtained it through the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestig ation. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you went to Syracuse, to whom did you report 
for employment ? 

Mr. Rrcnarpson. The personnel, one of the men in personnel. 

Mr. Tavenner. To what job or position were you assigned / 

Mr. Ricuarpson. I was given the job of an accumulator, taking 
inventory. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you continue in Communist Party activities of 
any character while working in Syracuse / 

Mr. Ricuarpson. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee about that, please 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Upon learning that I had a job in Syracuse I 
notified the southern-tier organizer of the Communist Party that I was 
going to work in Syracuse. 

Mr. TavENNER. Was that Robert Johnston ? 

Mr. Ricrarpson. That’s correct. He put me in contact with the 
leaders of the Communist Party of Onondaga County, and I was as- 
signed to the shop committee of the Communist Party of Syracuse. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were the leaders of the Communist P arty in 
Syracuse to whom you were referred 4 

Mr. Ricuarpson. The Onondaga County chairman, Nate Zepatello. 
That’s N-a-t-e. I don’t know the spelling of that last name. 

Mr. Tavenner. You do not know the correct spelling ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you state that it was Mr. Johnston that had you 
assigned to the shop committee of the Communist Party, or was it the 
local chairman ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. It was actually Mr. Johnston. At the time, he was 
also acting organizer for the Syracuse area because the person he 
really was—the organizer for that area had left, and they didn’t have 
one, so he was acting for that area, also. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is, organizer for the Communist Party? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s correct. 

Mr. TavENNER. What do you mean by a “shop committee” ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. A shop committee was composed of Communists 
who were working both in the shops or the factory. 

Mr. TavenNER. Working in the shops where? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. The shop committee I belong to, every one of us 
worked at General Electric except—— 

Mr. Tavenner. So all of the Communist employees in the shops 
were united into one group called the shop committee or shop group? 
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Mr. RicHarpson. Shop committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does that mean shop committee of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many were in this group or committee that 
you became a member of ? 

Mr. Ricnarpson. With myself, there were 5. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Were there other shop committees, as far as you 
know ¢ 

Mr. Ricwarpson. I do not know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did this group have meetings ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Yes, they did. 

Mr. TavenNER. Did you attend them ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. I did. 

Mr. TavENNER. How many meetings of the shop committee of the 
Communist Party did you attend ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Over the 2 summers, I would say approximately 
15 or 20. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you a member of the same shop committee 
both seasons, both years, or were they different committees ¢ 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Both years—same committee. 

Mr. TAavenNeR. Were the members the same both years ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. The members were the same except for 1 who 
had been expelled by the second summer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee, please, the names of 
those who were members of the shop committee of the Communist 
Party in Syracuse working for General Electric along with you? 

Mr. Ricnarpson. There was Eddie Wagner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Eddie Wagner? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. I think his correct name is Edwin Wagner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee, please, as you gi 
these names, all the identifying information you can regarding then 
and the part they played in the activities of the shop committee of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Edwin Wagner worked for General Electric at 
first in the defense plant, and he was just a.member of the shop 
committee, as far as I know. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Was he a member of this group at the time he was 
working in the defense plant ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s correct. He was transferred from classi 
fied materials later. 

Mr. Tavenner. I didn’t understand you. 

Mr. Ricuarpson. He was transferred from classified materials by 
the Naval Intelligence of General Electric later. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the time that you first knew him as a member 
of the Communist Party, he had not been assigned out of the classified 
area in the defense plant ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s correct. 

Mr. TaveNnNER. Can you tell the committee about how long it was 
after you first learned to know him as a member of the Communist 
Party that he was transferred out of the classified area of the defense 
plant? 
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Mr. Ricuarpson. I met him in June 1951. He was transferred out 
of classified, I suppose it was around in July of 1952. It was during 
the 1952 season I was there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell the committee of any special activity 
that he engaged in while a member of the shop committee of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Helped plan and helped run off leaflets of the 
shop committee to be distributed around the General Electric plant. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. It may be well for you to explain to the committee 
at this point what those leaflets were, and the purpose of their 
distribution. 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Their main purpose seemed to have been just to 
stir up unionism a little more. Sometimes it attacked the IUE, the 
International Union of Electrical Workers, because the IUE took the 
place of the UE in the General Electric plant in Syracuse. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were those pamphlets signed as having been issued 
by a branch of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Signed by the Labor Youth League, the shop 
committee of the Labor Youth League, Syracuse. 

Mr. Tavenner. They were signed by the shop committee of the 
Labor Youth League, but actually they were prepared and dissemi 
nated by the shop committee of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson, That’s true, because we had a shop committee of 
the Labor Youth League, but oftentimes I didn’t know whether it 
was a league meeting or a party meeting. Sometimes I would stop 
and ask, and they said, “It doesn’t make any difference.” 

Mr. Tavenner. You were told it didn’t make any difference ? 

Mr. Ricnarpson. That’s correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you proceed with other names, please? You 
have mentioned the name of one person who was a member of the 
shop committee. Who were the others? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. James Jones, Jr., and his wife, Mary Jones. 
James Jones, Jr., became the Onondaga County chairman of the 
Labor Youth League. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Will you tell the committee any particular activity 
that he engaged in as a member of the shop committee of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Ricnarpson. He was chairman of the shop committee of the 
Communist Party and he actually directed all activities of the shop 
committee, and he appointed various members to write certain articles 
for the pamphlet, and so forth. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are referring now to his work as chairman 
of the shop committee of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Yes. Hew as shop committee of both. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, continue. 

Mr. Ricwarpson. Arnold Seiken. 

Mr. TaveNNeER. Will you spell the last name again please ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. S-e-i-k-e-n. 

Mr. Tavenner. What function did he perform in the group ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. He has been working at General Electric, but 
he didn’t have a job, and he was the education director of the shop 
committee. He was later expelled from the Communist Party and 
the Labor Youth League. 
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Mr. Scurerer. Why was he expelled, if you know? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Because he did not fight strongly enough against 
white chauvinism. 

Mr. Tavennrer. Where were your meetings heid, that is, meetings 
of the shop committee of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Most of the time at 306 James Street, in 1951. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Was that a business address or residence address ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Residential address of Edwin Wagner. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did you meet in the homes of any of the other 
persons 4 

Mr. Ricnarpson. When James Jones, Jr., was living at 308 James 
Street we met sometimes there. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that was the residence next door, wasn’t it, to 
306 7 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That correct. In 1952 we met at their new ad- 
dress. They moved. 

Mr. TAavENNER. Whose new address ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. James Jones, Jr. That was 666 Madison Street. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did any higher functionaries of the Communist 
Party attend any of the meetings of this group, that is, the shop com- 
mittee of the Communist Party at General Electric / 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Sometimes Robert Johnston attended. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the purpose of his attending these 
meetings ¢ 

Mr. Ricuarpson. To bring in proposals, for educational training 
of the committee, from the Communist Party, and sometimes to help 
conduct the training program. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was any special training opportunity given you 
while you were working in Syracuse ¢ 

Mr. Ricuarpson. There was. In August of 1952 I was sent to a 
pecial Marxist leadership school in Binghamton, N. Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. How were you selected for that school, and by 
whom ? 

Mr. Ricnarpson. Robert Johnston, the party organizer, selected me. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who conducted the school ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. The school was conducted by a man who went 
under the fictitious name of “Joe.” Everyone who attended the 
school used a fictitious name, and I was never able to learn his true 
identity. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were those who attended the school required to 
use fictitious names, likewise ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s correct. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Why was that ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. It was explained as a security measure so that 
the members there would not know the true identity of the other mem- 
bers there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Notwithstanding fictitious names were used at that 
school, were you able to ascertain the correct names of any of those 
who attended ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Some of them you knew before you went there, 
didn’t you? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s correct. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Will you give the committee, please, the names of 
those who attended this special training school in 1952, and state 
vhether the name was the real name or a fictitious name / 

Mr. Ricuarpson. The real name, Robert Johnston, the organizer. 
His wife, Ruth Johnston, real name. Mary Woods, who went under 
the fictitious name of “Vivian.” 

Mr. Scurrer. Vivian Woods? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. We did not use any last names. 

Mr. Scuerer. Just “Vivian” ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Yes. Sherman Mitchell, who went under the 
fictitious name of “Nils,” N-i-l-s. Charlotte Yates, Y-a-t-e-s, at 
whose home the school was held, real name. “Martin,” fictitious name. 
“Lucille,” fictitious name. 

Mr. Scuerer. I assume you don’t know the real name of these lat- 
ter parties whose fictitious names you have given? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s correct. And myself. I went under the 
name of “George.” 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the name of the instructor ? 

Mr. Ricnarpson. “Joe.” 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that the only name that you knew him by? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s the only name I ever could get. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there any further information you can give the 
committee regarding the activities of the shop group of the Commu- 
ist Party in Syracuse ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s as much information as I can give on that 
because during the time I was with them they were fairly inactive, I 
mean they were trying to do something but never could get anything 
really started, and there seemed to have been, to me, conflict, everyone 
seemed to be fighting for le adership. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the course of your experience in the Communist 
Party did you have occasion to meet any Communist Party members 
from Buffalo? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. I met one Communist Party member from Buf- 
falo. He was the upstate organizer of the Labor Youth League. His 
name was Marty Scherer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the last name, please ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. S-c-h-e-r-e-r. 

Mr. Tavenner. From Buffalo? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were the circumstances under which you are 
able to identify him as a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. Many times he would meet with me concerning 
the activities of the league and the party members in the league. He 
also held a position in the district office of the party. I do not know 
what it was. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the earlier part of your testimony you referred 
to the American Labor Party. What information can you give the 
committee regarding the activity of the Communist Party within the 
American Labor Party, that is, information based on your own per- 
sonal observation ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. The graduate group of the Communist Party in 
the Ithaca area always worked with the ALP, they were members of 
the ALP, and in the proposals of programs that I would carry in to 
the ALP. no one in the ALP ever asked me who sent me here or who 
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planned this program or anything, they took the program and tried 
to carry 1t out. 

Mr. Tavenner. Your work within the Communist Party was per- 
formed because of the requests that you received from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation after you reported 

Mr. Ricwarpson. That’s correct. 

Mr. TaveNNER (continuing). The Cornell campus activities to the 
bureau ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. That’s correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions to ask 
this witness in open session. 

Mr. Scuerer. Then the witness is excused temporarily and will hold 
himself in readiness to testify briefly in executive session. With that 
exception, the witness is discharged with the thanks of the committee 
for his cooperation. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Counsel, I think perhaps at this time it might be 
proper to read the testimony of the witness taken at Kansas City on 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well, sir. I think as a basis for the reading of 
the testimony I should make as part of the record the fact that this 
witness, Mr. Joseph Klein, K-l-e-i-n, was supenaed to appear here 
today, and on Monday I received through the mails a medical certifi 
cate dated March 29, 1954, by a Dr. Jack Brams, in which the position 
is taken that because of Mr. Klein’s state of health it would be danger- 
ous for him to appear here as a witness, and I would like to incorporate 
this medical certificate in the record. 

Mr. Scuerer. It may be so incorporated in the record.’ 

Mr. Tavenner. I might also state for the record that when it became 
apparent that it would be dangerous to require the witness to travel 
from Kansas City to Albany for this hearing, the matter was reported 
to the Washington office of the committee, and a member of the com- 
mittee himself went to Kansas City and took the testimony in execu- 
tive session of this witness. I believe that is all the explanation that 
is necessar Vy. 

Mr. Scuerer. This witness, as I remember, was identified as an 
organizer of the Communist Party by one of the witnesses at the 
heari ings here last June, was he not ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Nicholas Campas testified on the 14th day of 
July 1953 in Albany, and identified Joseph Klein as a former Com- 
munist Party organizer located at Schenectady. 

I might read ‘into the record at this point the testimony in regard 


to that { Reading :] 


Mr. TAVENNER. Will you give us the names of those who acted as district 
organizers or section organizers during the period that you are now speaking of? 
That would be from 1937 until about what date? 

Mr. CamMpas. Until the first part of 1940, April or May. At that time, I would 
say the early 1937, there was Joseph Klein. 

QUESTION. Will you spell Klein? 

Mr. CAMPAS. K-l-e-i-n. 

QUESTION. Do you know where Joseph Klein is now ? 

ANSWER. NO, sir. 


1 Medical certificate was previously incorporated in the record during executive testi 
mony of Joseph Klein. See p. 4375. 
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Question. Did you learn whether he left this country at a later date? Just 
answer “yes” or “no.” 

ANSWER. Only from hearsay, yes. 

QvueEsTIoN. Do you know whether this person, Joe Klein, was known by any 
other name? 

ANSWER. Yes, sir; he was known by the name of Joseph Stone. 


I shall read now into the record the testimony of Joseph Klein 
taken on April 6, 1954, at an executive session of the Committee on 
Un-American Activities held in Kansas City, Missouri: 


A subcommittee of one of the Committee on Un-American Activities met pur- 
suant to notice, at 11:45 a. m., in room 455, Muehlebach Hotel, Kansas City, 
Mo., Hon. Gordon H. Scherer presiding. 

Committee member present : Hon. Gordon Scherer. 

Staff member present: George C. Williams. 

Mr. Scuerer. The committee will be in session. 

The record will show that the Hon. Harold H. Velde, chairman of the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities of the House of Representatives of the 
Congress of the United States, has appointed the Hon. Bernard W. Kearney, Hon. 
Francis Walter, Hon. Gordon H. Scherer a subcommittee for the purpose of 
this hearing at Kansas City, Mo., this 6th day of April 1954. 

The record will show that Gordon H. Scherer is present and acting as chair- 
man of the subcommittee. Also present is George C. Williams, investigator for 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities. 

Now, will the witness be sworn? 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give at this hear- 
ing shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God? 

Mr. Kern. I do. 

Mr. ScHERER. Be seated. 


TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH KLEIN 


Mr. WILLIAMS. Will you state your full name for the record? 

Mr. Kern. Joseph Klein, K-1l-e-i-n. 

Mr. WILuiAMs. Mr. Klein, you have been given a book of the Committee’s 
Rules of Procedure, have you not? 

Mr. Kern. I have. 

Mr. WriLurAMs. You are aware of the fact, then, sir, that you have a right to 
counsel? 

Mr. Kern. I know it. 

Mr. WiLi1AMs. Do you desire counsel? 

Mr. KLEIN. No. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Klein, when and where were you born? 

Mr. Kiern. Boston, Mass., October 30, 1906. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Would you give the committee a résumé of your employment 
background? 

Mr. Kiern. For what period? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Say your adult - 

Mr. Kier. As an adult? Well, I was a Communist Party functionary from 
1932 until 1938. 

Mr. ScHerRER. How old were you in 1932? 

Mr. KLEIN. 24. 

Mr. Wit1i1AMs. And proceed with your employment. 

Mr. Kiern. Subsequent to 1938 I worked as a salesman, as a traveling sales- 
man for various companies throughout the country. I have traveled through- 
out the Middle West. I have sold toys and drug sundries. 

Mr. ScHERER. How long did you continue in the type of business you have just 
described ? 

Mr. Kiern. For about 14 years. 

Mr. ScHereER. Up until what date? 

Mr. Kern. Up until October of 1953. 

Mr. Scuerer. And have you been employed since that time? 

Mr. Kern. No. 

Mr. ScnHerer. Is there any reason why you have not been employed since 
October of 1953? 
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Mr. Kuern. Yes. I was taken ill, a heart ailment, and was in the hospital 
and since that time I haven’t been well enough to travel. 

Mr. ScHerer. Now, Mr. Klein, you received a subpena from the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities to appear before the committee in Albany 
on April 7, I believe? 

Mr. Kiern. That is right. 

Mr. Scuerer. And it is because of the illness which you have just described 
that you are unable to so appear? 

Mr. Kern. That is right. 

Mr. ScHereERr. I believe your doctor has furnished the committee with a medical 
certificate stating the condition of your health at the present time? 

Mr. KieEIn. That is right. 

Mr. Scuerer. That certificate will be admitted in evidence and made part of 
the record at this point. 


(The certificate referred to reads as follows:) 


“Marcu 29, 1954. 
“Re Mr. Joseph Klein, 5305 Charlotte, Kansas City, Mo. 
“To Whom It May Concern: 

“Mr. Klein has been a patient under my care since 1946. 

“He has had frequent episodes of acute hypertensive flare-ups. In January 
1947 he suffered an acute coronary occlusion with infarction. At this time he was 
hospitalized at Menorah Medical Center under my care. I have seen him fre- 
quently and find that he has a very unstable cardiovascular system. 

“In my opinion, it would be both unfair and dangerous to Mr. Klein’s health 
to subject him to any severe mental or physical trauma. 

“/s/ JacK B. Brams, M. D.” 


Mr. ScHERER. You have been continuously ill since October of 1953? 

Mr. Kien. That is right. 

Mr. Scuerer. You have done no type of work since that time? 

Mr. Kie1n. That’s right. 

Mr. Scuerer. And the reason you have been engaged in no type of activity is 
because of this heart condition? 

Mr. Kern. That’s right. 

Mr. Scuerer. You are unable to travel any distance, are you, Mr. Klein? 

Mr. Kie1n. Why, I can travel, but I can’t stand any form of excitement or 
noise or anything of that sort. If it’s quiet and peaceful, I can travel. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do I understand, Mr. Klein, that you would be willing to appear 
in open session of this committee at Albany if you were physically able to do so? 

Mr. KLEIN. Yes. 

Mr. ScHeRER. Do you feel that it would be injurious to your health to appear 
in a public session at Albany at this time? 

Mr. Kuen. That is correct. 

Mr. Scuerer. And you have been so advised by your doctor? 

Mr. KLEIN. That is correct. 

Mr. Scuerer. By the way, What is the doctor’s name? 

Mr. Kern. Dr. Jack B. Brams. 

Mr. ScHerer. How long have you been under his care? 

Mr. KLeEIn. Since 1946. 

Mr. Scuerer. Have you had any other physicians for this heart ailment? 

Mr. Kern. I have had two specialists. 

Mr. ScHERER. Would you mind telling us their names? 

Mr. Kien. Dr. Morris Ginsberg and Dr. Phillip Halperin. 

Mr. ScHeERER. How long did you say you were confined to the hospital by 
reason of this heart condition? 

Mr. Kuen. Three and a half weeks in the hospital. 

Mr. ScHeErer. And you have been confined practically to your home since that 
time? 

Mr. Kern. That is right. I have been able to go out for short periods, for 
a couple of hours, and then come back home. 

Mr. ScHERER. Do you have periodic rest periods? 

Mr. Kern. Yes, I have been advised to take a rest every afternoon for 2 
or 3 hours. 

Mr. ScHERER. Do you do that? 

Mr. Kern. I do. 
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Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Klein, could you give us a brief résumé of your educational 
background? 

Mr. KLEIN. I completed the second year of high school, in Boston, Mass. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Any schooling subsequent to that? 

Mr. Kietn. No formal schooling. 

Mr. WILLIAMs. Now, Mr. Klein, the committee had before it on Tuesday, 
July 14, 1953, an individual by the name of Mr. Nicholas Campas. In his testi- 
mony, Mr. Campas identified you, Mr. Klein, as an organizer of the Communist 
Party in New York State around 1936 and 1937. Now, as you have stated here 
this morning, you were a Communist Party functionary from 1932 to 1938. 
I wonder at this time, Mr. Klein, if you could give us the circumstances sur- 
rounding your initial membership into the Communist Party? 

Mr. KLEIN. I joined the Communist Party in New York in 1932. 

Mr. Scnerer. Where in New York was that, Mr. Klein? 

Mr. KLEIN. In the Lower East Side of New York. 

Mr. SCHERER. New York City, you mean? 

Mr. Kien. New York City. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Do you recall who recruited you into the party, Mr. Klein? 

Mr. Kiern. If I remember rightly, it was Joe Brandt. 

Mr. ScHERER. Who is Joe Brandt? 

Mr. Kern. He was the section organizer for the Communist Party in section 
1 of New York City. 

Mr. ScHErReER. Could you briefly tell us why you joined the Communist Party 
at that time? 

Mr. KLeIn. Yes. It was a period of severe unemployment. It was impos- 
sible to find work or to make a living. And at that period it did not appear 
that the Federal or State Government was taking sufficient interest in this 
deplorable condition and, as a protest to it, I joined the Communist Party. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. What methods, Mr. Klein, were used to get you into the party ? 

Mr. KLEIN. I was given pamphlets and books concerning the Communist 
Party’s program with particular emphasis on unemployment insurance, sick and 
health benefits, aid to the youth, et cetera. And based on that phase of their 
entire program, I was recruited. 

Mr. WiLuiAMs.’After you were recruited, Mr. Klein, were you assigned to a 
club? 

Mr. Kien. I was assigned to a unit. 

Mr. WILLiAMs. What unit was this? 

Mr. Kern. I don’t remember the number, but it was in the Lower East Side 
section of New York and was part of section 1 of the Communist Party. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Now, I realize that is quite some time back, but can you recall 
the names of any of these individuals that were in this initial unit? 

Mr. KLEIN. No. 

Mr. WILLIAMs. What was your particular duty or assignment by the party at 
that time? 

Mr. Kiern. To work among the unemployed in building unemployed councils. 

Mr. WILLIAMs. How long did you remain with this particular group? 

Mr. Kien. Why, I was doing this unemployed work through 1933. 

Mr. ScuHereER. Did you have any other occupation at that time? 

Mr. KLEIN. No. 

Mr. ScHERER. Were you on the Communist Party payroll? 

Mr. KLetn. Technically speaking, the unemployed council payroll. 

Mr. ScHERER. When you say “technically speaking,” what do you mean by 
that? , 

Mr. Krein. The Unemployed Council’s treasury was very low. At no time 
did it have sufficient money to pay an organizer. And so the Communist Party 
subsidized the Unemployed Council, and I received subsistence from the 
Unemployed Council. i 

Mr. WILLIAMS You were working as an organizer at that time? 

Mr. Kiein. That’s right 

Mr. Scuerer. Actually, however, your pay came from the Communist Party? 

Mr. Kietn. That’s right. i . 

Mr. ScHERER. And the Unemployed Council at that time was, of course, Com- 
munist-Party dominated ? 

Mr. KLEIN. Yes. 5 7 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Do you recall approximately how much pay you did receive 
during this particular time? 
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Mr. Krern. About $7 a week. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Who did you receive your orders from during this particular 
period, Mr. Klein? 

Mr. KLein. The section committee of the Communist Party of New York. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. And who specifically, individually ? 

Mr. Kein. Joe Brandt. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Are you able to recall any other names on this committee who 
you worked with, or who dealt with you? 

Mr. KLEIN. My memory is very hazy and I can give some names but whether 
they were specifically assigned to unemployed work or not, I couldn’t say. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. But you knew them to be members of the Communist Party 
at this particular time and in this particular phase of your Communist Party 
work? 

Mr. Kien. That’s right. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Would you please give us the benefit of these names at this 
time? And after each one, Mr. Klein, if possible, could you give us some iden 
tifying data, employment, something you knew about them that would separate 
them from individuals by that name? 

Mr. Kiein. Henry Forbes, who had previously worked for the Ford Motor Co 
in New Jersey and had attended Commonwealth College in Mena, Ark. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Klein, if you have had any current or recent contact or 
knowledge of these individuals, would you also so state, regarding each? 

Mr. Kien. I haven’t had any contact Knowingly with any member of the 
Communist Party in the last 14 years or 15. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Would you state in connection with each one approximately 
when your last contact was? 

Mr. Kien. My last contact with with Mr. Forbes was in 1937 

Mr. WILLAMS. The next one then? 

Mr. Krein. Bill Lawrence, who was active in that section of New York and 
who later went to Spain and was a political commissar for the International 
Brigade. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Is that the Abraham Lincoln Brigade? 

Mr. Kiern. The Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 

Mr. Scuerer. How long did you remain in New York as a functionary of the 
party? 

Mr. KLeErIn. Until 

Mr. Scuerer. I am referring to New York City. 

Mr. Kern. I worked in New York City for the party until the early part of 
1934 

Mr. Scuerer. Then where did you go? 

Mr. Kien. Norfolk, Va 

Mr. Scnerer. What was your job there at Norfolk, Va.? 

Mr. Kern. I was a section organizer of the Communist Party. 

Mr. ScHerer. At Norfolk? 

Mr. Kier. At Norfolk. ° 

Mr. Scuerer. What period did that cover? 

Mr. Kiern. My memory is hazy, but I think it was through the year 1934 

Mr. Scuerer. And did you receive a subsequent assignment from the Com 
munist Party? 

Mr. Kein. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. Where was that assignment? 

Mr. Kern. I was assigned in 1935 as section organizer in Yonkers, N. Y. 

Mr. Scuerer. How long did you remain a section organizer in Yonkers? 

Mr. Kern. I remained a section organizer there until July of 1936. 

Mr. ScHerer. From Yonkers where did you go? 

Mr. Kern. I went to Schenectady, N. Y., as a section organizer in Schenec 
tady, N. Y. 

Mr. Scuerer. How long did you stay in Schenectady? 

Mr. Kiern. From—again roughly speaking—-August of 1936 until May of 
1937. 

Mr. Scuerer. And as a section organizer at Schenectady, what area did that 
take in? 

Mr. Kien. Albany, Troy, Schenectady, Amsterdam, Johnstown. 

Mr. Scuerer. That is, the State of New York was divided into sections, is 
that right? 

Mr. Krern. That is right 
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Mr. Scuerer. And what was the number of this section, do you recall? 

Mr. KLEIN. I don’t believe it had a number. 

Mr. ScHerer. And during this time you were on the Communist Party payroll 
as an organizer of the party? 

Mr. KLern. Thatisright. 4 

Mr. ScHERER. You organized all phases of Communist Party activity in that 
area during the years you have just mentioned ? 

Mr. Kien. I did 

Mr. WrtuiaMs. To go back just a short while, Mr. Klein, what name were 
you recruited into the Communist Party under? 

Mr. Kern. I believe I gave—I used my right name. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Your right name? 

Mr. Kern. Yes. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Joseph Klein? 

Mr. Kiern. Joseph Klein. 

Mr. WiiitAMs. Did you use that name all the way through this period? 

Mr. KLEIN. I used other names as well. 

Mr. Scuerer. What other names? 

Mr. Kiern. Joseph Stone. 

Mr. WitttAMs. Did you use the Joseph Stone when you came to Schenectady ? 
Was that the name you were using then? 

Mr. Kietn. I was known by both names. 

Mr. ScuererR. You made no effort to conceal the fact that you were a Com- 
munist Party organizer? 

Mr. KLEIN. No 

Mr. Scuerer. People who worked with you knew that you were the Communist 
Party organizer for that area? 

Mr. Kien. That is correct. 

Mr. ScHerer. Now, during that time that you were in Albany, did you have 
occasion to meet Nicholas Campas? 

Mr. Kren. I don’t remember his name. 

Mr. ScHERER. Were you familiar with the activity of the Communist Party 
in the Hotel and Restaurant Workers’ Union? 

Mr. KLEIN. Yes. 

Mr. ScHERER. Would you tell us something about that, briefly ? 

Mr. Kiern. Why, I worked with the business agent of the Hotel and 
Restaurant Workers’ Union of Albany, N. Y., whose name was Jack Davis, whose 
party name was Jack Williamson. 

Mr. ScHerer. Was he a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. KLern. He was a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Scuerer. What was the objective of the Communist Party with reference 
to the Hotel and Restaurant Workers’ Union? 

Mr. Kern. It was a part of its general trade-union program to have the 
trade unions follow the line of the Communist Party to recruit members from 
the Hotel and Restaurant Wogkers’ Union into the Communist Party. 

Mr. Scnerer. And by that process to eventually dominate and control that 
union? 

Mr. Kern. That is correct. 

Mr. ScHerer. That was the policy of the party, of course, at that time with 
reference to all unions, was it not? 

Mr. KLEIN. That is correct. 

Mr. ScHERER. Did you have any measure of success with the Hotel and 
Restaurant Workers’ Union? 

Mr. KLeIn. Yes. 

Mr. ScHerer. Can you give us the names of any others who were prominently 
identified with the Hotel and Restaurant Workers’ Union in the Albany- 
Schenectady area who were members of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Kern. I don’t remember their names. There was one Greek fellow who 
was very active. I don’t know how to spell his name. It was Kakulas, or 
something of that sort. 

Mr. ScHeRER. You were sent to the Schenectady-Albany area by the Commu- 
nist Party? 

Mr. KLEIN. That’s right. 

Mr. ScHERER. Who sent you? 

Mr. Kiern. The district organizer of the Communist Party 

Mr. ScHERER. Who was that at that time? 

Mr. Kiern. Charles Krumbein 
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Mr. ScHERER. You were sent to that area for what specific purpose, if any? 

Mr. KLerIn. There was a point of concentration at the General Electric plant. 
My instructions were to organize the General Electric plant into an outside 
trade union and to recruit members of the Communist Party simultaneously 
within and without the union. 

Mr. ScHERER. Would you give us briefly what you did when you arrived in 
that area toward accomplishing that directive from the party? 

Mr. KLEIN. I held a meeting with the Communist Party members who were 
familiar or were working in General Blectric. 

Mr. ScHERER. About how many were working in General Electric at that time? 

Mr. KLEIN. At that time, around 12 or 14. 

Mr. ScHERER. Were they working in any particular department of General 
Electric? 

Mr. Kern. They were scattered. I don’t remember in what department they 
worked. 

Mr. ScHerer. Were these individuals members of any union at that time? 

Mr. KLEIN. Yes, they were members of the company union and members of 
the IEW. 

Mr. ScHERER. Would you tell us what IEW stands for? 

Mr. Kern. The International Electrical Workers Union. 

Mr. ScHERER. Now, were these Communists you have just mentioned active in 
these unions? 

Mr. KLEIN. Yes. 

Mr. ScnHerer. Were any of them officers of the unions? 

Mr. KLEIN. Yes. 

Mr. ScHerer. Could you give us the names of some of these men? 

Mr. Kern. At this moment the only one that I can remember who was a mem- 
ber at that time was Sal Vottis. 

Mr. Scuerer. Before I interrupted you, Mr. Klein, you started to tell us of 
the procedure you adopted to accomplish the objective of the party in infiltrating 
these unions and taking over these unions. Would you proceed with telling us 
what you did? 

Mr. Kier. The union at that time only had a couple of hundred members, 
and party members or sympathizers were in control of the union when I came 
there. So, the problem was how to build the union and the party. We decided 
that, although the organization was very small, the sentiment for the CIO was 
very strong, and so we instructed the party membership in the IEW to ask for 
a Wagner Labor Board election. 

Mr. ScHerER. Now, when you say, “we,” you mean you in conjunction with 
the Communist Party members already in the union at that time? 

Mr. Kern. As well as—under the directive of the Communist Party in New 
York City. 

Mr. Scuerer. Go forward now with your testimony. 

Mr. Kien. This Wagner Labor Board election was asked for and was granted 
and several months later the election was held and the International Electrical 
Workers’ Union was declared the winner. Immediately afterwards the union 
became very strong and when I left Schenectady the union had, if I remember 
rightly, four to five thousand members. 

Mr. ScHERER. You were in Schenectady how many years? 

Mr. Kietn. About 9 months. 

Mr. ScHeErer. Just 9 months. And during that time you succeeded in accom 
plishing what you have just told us about? 

Mr. Kuiern. That is correct. 

Mr. ScHerer. You said the union had how many members when you left? 

Mr. Kretrn. When I left? My memory is hazy, but it was betwen 4 and 5 
thousand members, if I remember rightly. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Compared with how many when you arrived? 

Mr. Krern. One hundred and fifty active members; about 400 names on the 
book. 

Mr. ScHERER. Now, who controlled and dominated that union at the time you 
left? 

Mr. Krern. The Communist Party controlled and dominated the union through 
its members on the executive committee. 

Mr. Scuerer. I suppose that the Communist Party members represented only 
a small percentage of the union, however? 

Mr. Kiern. A minute. At no time did we have as many as 50 members of the 
Communist Party. 
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Mr. ScHererR. Now, would you tell us, Mr. Klein, how it was that 50 Com- 
munists could control a union of this size? 

Mr. KLeIn. Because we had placed our members in key positions in the union, 
as members of the executive board and shop stewards. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did these men in key positions who were Communists receive 
any special instructions with reference to organization work within the union? 

Mr. Kvie1n. They did. 

Mr. ScHEereR. From whom did they receive those instructions? 

Mr. KLern. From me. 

Mr. Scuerer. As I understand it, the Communist Party had adopted a well- 
defined plan and method for controlling unions by groups such as you have 
described? 

Mr. Kiern. That is correct. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Klein, you were not a member of the U. E. at this time, 
is that correct? 

Mr. KLEIN. No 

Mr. WiLLiAMs,. You were acting as party organizer? 

Mr. Kern. As party organizer and working at all times 

Mr. WittraMs. And working with members of the union? 

Mr. KLe1n. That's right 

Mr. ScHerER. You didn’t confine your activities as party organizer in this area 
to this particular group alone, though? 

Mr. Kien. I did not. 

Mr. Scuerer. You worked with other groups? 

Mr. Kie1n. I worked with many other groups. 

Mr. ScHerer. Would you just briefly tell us some of the other groups? 

Mr. Krern. Hotel and Restaurant Workers’ Union in Albany; the Textile 
Workers in Troy, N. Y.; Textile Workers in Amsterdam, N. Y.; the Glove Work 
ers in Johnstown and Gloversville, N. Y. 

Mr. ScHerer. Did the Communist Party have any success in infiltrating these 
unions you have just mentioned? 

Mr. Krein. Yes, the Communist Party was able to dominate locals in every 
town that I mentioned. 

Mr. ScHERER. In the unions that you have mentioned ? 

Mr. Krern. In the unions that I have mentioned 

Mr. ScHERER. And the same methods were used ? 

Mr. Krein. The same methods were used in all cases. 

Mr. ScHERER. Now, going back to the union at the General Electric plant 
by the way, was that your major effort? 

Mr. Kuiern. Yes, General Electric was considered a major point of concen- 
tration. 

Mr. ScHERER. And why? 

Mr. KLern. Because of its war potential. 

Mr. SCHERER. Could you develop that a little further? 

Mr. Kien. Some time during the depression—I think it was in 19383, the 
central committee of the Communist Party issued what was termed an open 
letter. This open letter was the result of instructions from the Comintern, 
that the conditions in the United States called for revolutionary action but that 
the Communist Party was not strong enough to take advantage of the situation 
and, in order to remedy it, it must concentrate upon certain key points. 

One of these key points was General Electric in Schenectady which was placed 
under the responsibility of Earl Browder. Another point of concentration was 
the waterfront which was placed under the responsibility of Charles Krumbein. 

Mr. ScHERER. The waterfront where? 

Mr. Krern. New York. 

Mr. SCHERER. New York City? 

Mr. Krern. I am speaking of the New York City waterfront in particular, 
although the entire national waterfront was also a major point. 

Mr. ScHERER. You mentioned that the party was interested in controlling the 
unions at Schenectady because of the war potential of that plant. Was that the 
same reason they were interested in controlling the waterfront in New York 
City? 

Mr. KLEIN. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. Because that would be a vital spot in case of war? 

Mr. KLEIN. Yes. 

Mr. ScHereEr. Mr. Klein, in case of war what did the Communist Party hope 
to accomplish by controlling these unions? 
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Mr. Kien. That would be determined by how the Communist Party regarded 
that particular war. 

Mr. ScHeERER. If it was a war with Russia, then, of course, it would be to 
the advantage of the Communist Party to control key spots in these war 
potential plants so that sabotage might be carried out more easily? 

Mr. Kern. That is true. 

Mr. ScHerer. On the other hand, if a war should develop in which Russia 
was our ally, the union which was Communist-controlled would be in a position 
to step up production of war supplies? 

Mr. Kein. That is true. 

Mr. ScHerer. There is no question that the loyalty of the Communists who 
were in these plants was to Soviet Russia rather than to the United States? 

Mr. KLeIn. I don’t think I can speak for each individual member of the party. 
Many people joined the party as part of a protest movement, and I do not believe 
that they would consciously aid and abet an enemy of the United States. 

Mr. ScHERER. There were some of them 

Mr. KLre1n. Some of them, yes—let me finish, please. 

Mr. ScHERER. I am sorry. 

Mr. KLEIN (Continuing). Some of them that had been in the party a long 
time, I believe, they would act in the interests of the Soviet Union against the 
interests of the United States, and as a member of the party progressed into jobs 
of leadership, of higher leadership, he would more and more be identified with 
helping the Soviet Union against any enemy of the Soviet Union. Does that 
answer it? 

Mr. Scuerer. I think that is a very fine answer to that question, Mr. Klein 
Perhaps I didn’t put the question as clearly as I should have. There is no 
question that the objective of the party was to control these unions so that in 
case there was a war with Russia, the production of a particular plant could 
be controlled ? 

Mr. Kien. Definitely. 

Mr. ScuererR. Now, you say that the membership of the U. E. union from 
the time you came to the Albany area was increased from approximately 150 
to 4000? 

Mr. Kein. Four thousand. 

Mr. ScHERER. Now, did you personally recruit any people into the party at 
that time? 

Mr. KLeIn. Yes. 

Mr. ScHEeRER. Would you give us the names of some of the more prominent 
individuals that you recruited? 

Mr. KLEIN. The most prominent member that I recruited was Leo Jandreau. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. What was his position at the time at the U. E.? 

Mr. Kern. At the time I came to Schenectady he was the president, I think, 
of the local. 

Mr. ScHereErR. Of which local? 

Mr. Kien. Local 301. I could be mistaken as to the exact title that he had 
But he was in a position of leadership, together with Sal Vottis 

Mr. Scuerer. About when was it that you recruited him? 

Mr. Kier. In the early part of 1937. 

Mr. WriLuiAMs. You were there from August of ‘36 until May of ‘377 

Mr. Kiern. That’s right. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Could you give us some of the steps leading to the recruitment 
of Mr. Gandreau? 

Mr. KLeErIn. We had many discussions—— 

Mr. WILLIAMS. “We” meaning you and Mr. Jandreau? 

Mr. Kein. Jandreau and myself had many discussions as to the programs 
and policies of the Communist Party and its relationship to the trade-union move 
ment. And I answered his questions in particular, the questions he had with 
regard to religion. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. With regard to religion? 

Mr. Kern. To religion. 

Mr. ScHERER. Would you enlarge upon that a little bit? 

Mr. Kiern. Mr. Jandreau was a Catholic, although I believe a non-practicing 
one, and had some doubts as to whether or not he could be a member of the 
Communist Party and a Catholic at the same time. I told him that it was possible 
and assured him that he could be both, and he joined the Communist Party. 

Mr. ScHERER. What unit did he join? 
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Mr. Kiern. He became a member at large, not assigned to any unit of open 
membership. 

Mr. ScHERER. Do you know if he was issued a card? 

Mr. KLern. He was issued a card or book. 

Mr. ScHERER. Who issued that to him? 

Mr. Kern. The section membership secretary. 

Mr. ScHERER. Who was that? 

Mr. Kern. I don’t remember who was membership secretary at that particular 
time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. What name was Mr. Jandreau recruited under, do you recall? 

Mr. KLEIN. I don’t remember at this time. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. And under what name did Mr. Jandreau know you, Mr. Klein? 

Mr. KLern. He knew me under my name of Joseph Klein and as Joe Stone. 

Mr. ScHERER. Did Mr. Jandreau use any other name in the party other than 
Jandreau? 

Mr. Kern. His card, I believe, was signed with a fictitious name. 

Mr. SCHERER. When you say his card, you mean his Communist Party—— 

Mr. KLEIN. His application card. 

Mr. Scuerer. F'or membership in the party? 

Mr. KLEIN. For membership in the party. 

Mr. SCHERER. Was signed by a fictitious name? 

Mr. KLeIn. Yes. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Do you know, Mr. Klein, that his application for membership 
was accepted ? 

Mr. Kern. I do. 

Mr. WILLIAMs. And he became an active member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. KLetn. He was. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Subsequent to his being recruited into the party, what assign- 
ment did he have? 

Mr. KLeIn. Because he was a member at large he was not given specific assign- 
ments as ordinary members were given, but was called into New York City 
together with myself. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. By whom? 

Mr. KLEIN. Rose Wortis, who was district trade union secretary for the 
Communist Party at that time. 

Mr. ScHEeRER. Did you go to New York City with him on more than one 
occasion? 

Mr. Kern. I did. 

Mr. ScHeERER. Were you with him when he was given these instructions by 
Rose Wortis? 

Mr. KLEIN. I was. 

Mr. Scuerer. What kind of instructions was he given? 

Mr. Kiein. They were specific instructions with regard to problems of organ- 
ization of trade union members at that particular period. 

Mr. ScuHerReER. How many trips, as you have described, did he make to New 
York? 

Mr. Kietn. Three or 4. 

Mr. WiLiiAMs. And was the purpose of these trips, Mr. Klein, to receive 
instructions when he returned to the General Electric union to carry out? 

Mr. Kern. Yes, not only instructions, but to discuss various problems that he 
had, with other leaders of the Communist Party in New York. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you remember at this late date what any of those problems 
were? 

Mr. KieIn. Yes. They were going to ask for a new contract and were working 
out their demands 

Mr. WrILit1AMS. To be specific, Mr. Klein, in what city was Mr. Jandreau 
recruited ? 

Mr. Kern. Schenectady, N. Y. 

Mr. WrtiAMs. Approximately what location, at headquarters, your office, or 
where? 

Mr. Kern. I believe he signed the application card in the trade union head- 
quarters, which was on the same street as the Communist Party headquarters, a 
couple of blocks down. 

Mr. WiILttAMs. Did you ever meet with Mr. Jandreau in any meetings around 
Schednectady or Albany subsequent to his being recruited? 

Mr. Kern. I don’t think I understand the question. 
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Mr. Wii.1AMs. Did you meet in any party meetings or any type of party func- 
tions with Mr. Jandreau? 

Mr. Kern. I never exposed Mr. Jandreau to meetings with other party mem- 
bers after he joined. 

Mr. Wuiu11AMs. In other words, by that, Mr. Klein, do you mean that Mr. 
Jandreau was more or less a secret member of the party not known to other 
members of the Communist Party at U. E.? 

Mr. KLEIN. That is true. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Who besides yourself knew Mr. Jandreau to be a member of 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. KLeIn. Sal Vottis and Dorothy Loeb. 

Mr. WritiaMs. You say “Dorothy Loeb.” Could you tell us something else 
about her? 

Mr. Kien. She was active in the Communist Party and was corresponding for 
the Daily Worker, also corresponding for the trade union newspaper. 

Mr. ScHERER. Where did she live? 

Mr. KLEIN. She lived in Schenectady. 

Mr. ScHERER. Was Mr. Jandreau still a member of the party at the time you 
left the Albany area? 

Mr. KLEIN. He was. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. That was in May of 1937 that you left? 

Mr. KLEIN. 1937. 

Mr. SCHERER. Have you seen him since? 

Mr. Kien. I have not. 

Mr. ScHerer. Do you know whether he ever left the party ? 

Mr. KLEIN. I have no way of knowing. 

Mr. WriuiAMs. You have not seen Mr. Jandreau since 1937? 

Mr. KLeIn. I have not. 

Mr. ScHeRER. Can you give us the names of any other individuals who were 
leaders in the Communist Party and also leaders in the union? 

Mr. Kiern. Frank Emspak was a member of the executive committee of the 
union and a member of the party at that time; Sal Vottis whom I mentioned 
before. Those are the only names that I recall at this particular time. 

Mr. WriLitAMs. You left the Albany-Schenectady area in 1937? 

Mr. Kien. That is true. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Where did you go from there? 

Mr. KLEIN. I went to Europe. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. For what purpose? 

Mr. Kien. To work with the Abraham Lincoln Brigade 

Mr. SCHERER. How long did you stay in Europe? 

Mr. Kien. Until February of 1938. 

Mr. ScHERER. During the time you were in Europe you were an active Com 
munist Party functionary ? 

Mr. KLeIn. I was. 

Mr. Scuerer. And you were sent to Europe by the Communist Party? 

Mr. KLEIN. I was. 

Mr. ScHERER. When did you break from the Communist Party? 

Mr. Kein. In February of 19388. 

Mr. ScHerer. Briefly tell us the circumstances of your leaving the party. 

Mr. Kern. I was disillusioned with the Communist Party, especially as to its 
attitude towards returning veterans, wounded, sick and otherwise, and I decided 
to break from the Communist Party, and I returned to the United States. 

Mr. ScHERER. When did you return to the United States? 

Mr. Kern. In February or March of 1938. 

Mr.ScHerer. And you have had no connection with the Communist Party 
since that day? 

Mr. KLern. None. 

Mr. Scuerer. I forgot to ask you one question, Mr. Klein. While you were in 
the Albany area, do you recall your picture being in one of the newspapers? 

Mr. Kern. Yes. 

Mr. ScHERER. In what paper was that? 

Mr. KLEIN. In the Schenectady paper. I don’t remember. 

Mr. ScHERER. What was the occasion for the picture? 

Mr. Kern. I was instrumental in organizing and getting a contract for the 
streetcar and bus drivers and on the conclusion of the contract, photographs 
were taken by the local newspaper. 
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Mr. Scuerer. Do you recall who was in that picture with you, if anybody? 

Mr. Kern. I don’t remember. 

Mr. ScHERER. Were you in the picture alone or were there others with you? 

Mr. Kiern. I think there were several pictures taken, some alone and some 
together with other active members of that union. 

Mr. Scuerer. This concludes the hearing and the witness is discharged from 
the subpena, with the thanks of the committee for his cooperation. 

Mr. Kern. Yes, sir. Thank you 

Mr. Scuerer. At this time the subcommittee will recess until 
o'clock. We will now have a brief executive session. 

Whereupon, at 12:25 p. m., the hearing was recessed until 2 p. m. 

(At 2:15 p. m., the subcommittee reconvened, pursuant to recess, 
Hon. Gordon H. Scherer, presiding. ) 


AFTER RECESS 


Mr. Scuerer. The committee will be in session. I understand, Mr. 
Counsel, that you want to ask the witness Richardson a few more 
questions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Richardson, although we spoke of the downtown group of the 
Communist Party in Ithaca, I failed to ask you any further ques- 
tions about that group. What was the prime purpose or objective 
of that group / 


TESTIMONY OF EMMANUEL ROSS RICHARDSON—Resumed 


Mr. Ricuarpson. The prime purpose or objective of the down- 
town group was to work with the labor unions and to work in fields 
of discrimination and employment, et cetera. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have already given us the names of the mem- 
bers of the student body at Cornell who were members of that group, 
I believe. Maybe you have not. At any rate, will you give to the 
committee now the names of all persons who were members of the 
downtown group of the Communist Party in Ithaca? 

Mr. Riciarpson. David Brownstone and his wife, Lille, George 
( ‘ook. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the first name of the wife ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. I have L-i-l-l-e, but I am not too sure of the 
spelling. George Cook and his wife Melba. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us all of the identifying informa- 
tion regarding Mr. Cook, things within your personal know ledge ¢ 

Mr. Ricwarpson. Mr. Cook and his wife lived in Trumansburg, 
New York, and they were members of the Communist Party down- 
town group. Mr. Cook had been formerly an organizer of the Com- 
munist Party. Neils Kruth and his wife Helen Kruth. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the last name ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. K-r-u-t-h. Neils Kruth was the former member 
of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, fought in Spain in the Spanish 
revolution. His wife Helen Kruth, in the middle of 1953, became 
the party organizer for the Ithaca-Trumansburg-Spencer area. Mr. 
Sherman Mitchell. 

Mr. Tavenner. Sherman Mitchell. Is that the same person you 
told us at an earlier point in your testimony who had resigned from 
the Communist Party ? 
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Mr. Ricuarpson. That is true. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Now, are there any other members of the downtown 
group that you can recall ? 

Mr. Ricwarpson. No, I myself transferred to that group before I 
left. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Why is it that some of these students on the cam- 
pus were members not only of the student group but also of the down- 
town group at the same time? 

Mr. Ricuarpson. The only students who were members of both 
groups—there was only one—David Brownstone. He was an adult 
person. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, that concludes the testimony of 
this witness, except that we did not have the opportunity during the 
noon hour, as we expected, to take his executive testimony as was 
announced this morning. What is the chairman’s wish about that? 

Mr. Scuerer. Take that testimony at the conclusion of today’s 
hearing. 

Mr. Ricuarpson. I have a reservation for a plane at 5 o'clock. 

Mr. Scuerer. It will only take a few minutes, won’t it, Mr. 
Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe about 5 minutes. 

Mr. Scurrer. We will take the testimony during the first recess 
to accommodate you. You can get your bags packed and ready to go. 

I believe I said this morning that the committee appreciates the 
testimony you have given. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused and the subcommittee con- 
tinued the hearing with the interrogation of other witnesses, which 
testimony is printed in part 5, under same title. ) 
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Pusuic Law 601, 797TH Coneress 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 


em 


753, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
RvuLE X 
SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 


* . * * 7 * * 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
RvuLe XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COM MITTEES 
+ * x * * * 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in 
any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 

Vv 











RULES ADOPTED BY THE 88D CONGRESS 
House Resolution 5, January 3, 19538 
* * * * * * * 


RULE X 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Congress, 
the following standing committees: 
* * w * * * * 


(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 
* * * . * * * 


RvuLeE XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


+ ~ * + * » + 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities 
(a) Un-American Activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, (2) 
the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propaganda 
that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks the 
principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and (3) 
all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any necessary 
remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance of 
such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and to 
take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under the 
signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 1954 


Untrep Srates House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Albany, N.Y. 


PUBLIC HEARING-——AFTERNOON SESSION 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
continued with the hearing at 2:30 p. m., in Hearing Room No. 1 of 
the Federal Building, Albany, N. Y., Hon. Gordon H. Scherer (acting 
chairman), presiding. 

Committee member present: Representative Gordon H. Scherer. 

Staff members present : Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Thomas W. 
Beale, Sr., chief clerk; and Earl L. Fuoss and James A. Andrews, 
investigators. 

Mr. Scuerer. The committee will continue in session. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will Mr. Neils Kruth come forward, please? 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are 
about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Krutn. Ido. 


TESTIMONY OF NEILS KRUTH, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
ALBERT L. COLLOMS 


Mr. Cottoms. Albert L. Colloms, 342 Madison Avenue N. Y. 

Mr. Kruru. May I request that the lights be turned off. They hurt 
my eyes. 

Mr. Scuerer. The witness requests that the lights be turned off. 
Does that request include that no movies or television be taken ? 

Mr. Kroru. I think so. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you make such a request ? 

Mr. Krurn. Yes, and I would prefer not to have these flashlights. 

Mr. Scuerer. The press will take its pictures and then desist until 
the conclusion of the testimony. Will you proceed, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. TaveNNER. What is your name? 

Mr. Krutu. Neils Kruth. N-e-i-l-s K-r-u-t-h. 

Mr. 'TAvENNER. You are accompanied by counsel, who has already 
identified himself for the record ¢ 

Mr. Krutu. That is correct. 

Mr. TaveNNER. When and where were you born ? 

Mr. Krurs. In Helsinki, Finland. 





4388 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE ALBANY, N. Y., AREA 


Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to this country $ 

Mr. Kruru. | believe it was in 1903. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a naturalized American citizen ¢ 

Mr. Krouru. On my father’s papers. 

Mr. Tavenner. W = 1 was your father naturalized and where ? 

Mr. Krurn. In 1901, in the eastern district in New York. 

Mr. ‘TavenNER. W a do you now reside ? 

Mr. Kruru. Outside of Trumansburg, R. D. No. 3, on a farm. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived there ? 

Mr. Kruru. Since the beginning of 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you live prior to 1950 4 

Mr. Kruru. In Manhattan. 

Mr. Tavenner. Manhattan’ 

Mr. Krurnu. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long had you lived in Manhattan / 

Mr. Kruru. As near as I can say, about 1934 or 1935, somewhere 
along there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee what your educational 
training has been ? 

Mr. Kruru. Iam acollege graduate. 

Mr. Tavenner. From what college ? 

Mr. Kruru. College of the City of New York, and also a year at 
Columbia. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you complete your academic training‘ 

Mr. Kruru. In 1922, and, oh, I guess it Senaban 1927 at Columbia. 

Mr. Tavenner. 1927? 

Mr. Krouru. I think it was about that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please what the nature 
of your employment has been, what occupation you have bee a enenee ve 
in since the completion of your educational training in 1927 

Mr. Krurnu. In 1927, I think at that time I did a year at ( ‘olumbia. 

Mr. Tavenner. I mean after the completion of your college work. 

Mr. Kruru. After that, 1 went to Europe. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you goto Europe / 

Mr. Krorn. I went to Europe in 1929. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain in Europe? 

Mr. Kruru. Till the beginning of 1933. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Where were you living in Europe? 

Mr. Kruru. Around Leningrad in the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Tavenner. You returned to this country in 1933 4 

Mr. Krurnu. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been abroad since that time? 

Mr. Kruru. I went to Spain. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your purpose in going to Spain? 

Mr. Krurnu. I went to Spain with the idea of—I felt that the Fascist 
inroads in Europe was getting to be of such a dangerous nature 
forces of Hitlerism and Mussolini was beginning to endanger the 
democratic interests of the world to such an extent that I felt it was 
time for some of us to help in the fight against this totalitarianism 
that was causing such disruption and such dangers as far as the world 
was concerned. I felt eventually we would be faced with what we 
did face ; namely, Pearl Harbor. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the date that you went to Spain? 
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Mr. Krurn. It was, I believe, in the early part, in the spring, as far 
as IT can remember, of 1937. I am not sure about the year. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you return to this country ? 

Mr. Kroru. A little over a year later 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Abraham Lincoln 

srigade in Spain ? 

Mr. Krurn. I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you apply for a passport to go to Spain in 
1937 or prior thereto ? 

Mr. Kruru. Yes; I did apply for a passport. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you apply for it in your own name? 

Mr. Krurn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you granted a passport ? 

Mr. Krourn. I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. To what countries did you apply for permission 
to travel in your application for your passport ? 

Mr. Krutrnu. I believe it was France and Finland. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you mention the fact that you proposed to go 
to Spain, or your desire to go to Spain in your application for your 
passport ? 

Mr. Krorn. I did not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why ? 

Mr. Kruru. Because I felt they—this was a totally independent 
action of mine. At that time, I felt that the Roosevelt government 
did not choose to identfy itself on either side of the struggle. I felt 
that as an individual T had a perfect right to side on the side of 
democracy. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you feel you had a right ? 

Mr. Krors. Without putting myself into a position of deciding 
that my Government at this point should jump into that struggle. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you feel you had a right to deceive the State 
Department as to the country into which you proposed to travel? 

Mr. Krornu. I refuse to answer that. 

Mr. Tavenner. You did deceive the State Department, did you 
not 4 

Mr. Krurn. That is the same leading type of question. 

Mr. Scuerer. I did’nt get the answer. Will you read the answer? 

(Whereupon the reporter read the answer :) 

That is the same leading type of question. 


Mr. Scuerer. I think I am going to direct the witness to answer 
the question. You areso directed. 

Mr. Kruru. I refuse to answer the question on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the time that you applied to the State Depart- 
ment for a passport to go to Europe in 1937, were you a member of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Krurn. I refuse to answer this question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what you know 
of the method by which citizens of this country were recruited to 
fight in Spain during the Franco-Spanish Civil War? 

Mr. Krurn. I refuse to answer on the grounds. 

37740—54—pt. 5——2 
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Mr. Scurrer. I am going to direct the witness to answer that ques- 
tion. I think you have waived your privilege, because you have testi- 
fied that you did go to Spain, and did fight in the Spanish War or 
intended to fight in the Spanish Civil War. Therefore, I direct you 
to answer the question. 

Mr. Kruru. I went to Spain on my own wishes, for my own wishes. 

did not answer any questions as to methods of recruitment and so 
forth, therefore, I stand on the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. What was that question, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. My question was this: I asked the witness to advise 
the committee what he knew of the method used to recruit citizens of 
this country for service in the Spanish Civil War. 

Mr. Scuerer. Witness, that is the question I am directing you to 
answer for the reasons I stated. 

Mr. Krurn. I stand on the fifth amendment, and I refuse to answer 
the question. 

Mr. Scuerer. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. You returned to the United States from Spain in 
1938, according to your testimony. How did you become employed 
on your return, or how were you employed 

Mr. Kruru. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you live? 

Mr. Scuerer. Just a moment. I direct you to answer that question. 
I don’t see how your employment, unless it was in some subversive 
group, some criminal enterprise, could possibly incriminate you. 

Mr. Krurn. I am not going to discuss any of this question. I am 
going to stand on the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scurrer. You have the right, witness, but I want to get the 
record straight. 

Mr. Krurnu. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. All right. Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. What name did you use while fighting in Spain? 

Mr. Krurn. The same name. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you use the name Meto at any time? 

Mr. Krurn. Yes, the name of my passport was garbled. My pass- 
ports are always issued as Meto Kruth. When my father’s papers 
were issued in 1912, they had the Finnish version. The version of my 
name issued on the passport has always been Meto. In fact, I one 
time complained to the State Department when I got my first passport, 
and I requested them to issue one to me in the name of Neils and ex- 
plained the whole question of this unfortunate transference of my 
name, but they did not comply. They just copied it from my father’s 
papers, and hence these passports are issued as Meto. There was 
no attempt at any kind of evasion. I have explained that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you reside when you returned to the 
United States? 

Mr. Krurn. I think mainly in Manhattan. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Wh: at address ? 

Mr. Kruru. At 337 West 71st Street. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain there ? 

Mr. Kruru. Until I came to the farm. 

Mr. Tavenner. How were you employed immediately prior to your 
coming to the farm in Upstate New York ? 
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Mr. Kruru. I was employed as a carpenter. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long had you been employed as a carpenter ’ 

Mr. Krurnu. Oh, since the early part of the war. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your employment when you immediatel) 
returned from the service in 1938 ? 

Mr. Krurn. My mother owned the property there at 337 West 71st 
Street, which was a rooming house. I took care of this property. 

Mr. Tavenner. What other work did you engage in at that time / 

Mr. Krurn. I refused to answer that question on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment before, and I still stand on that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you engaged in any other work besides that 
of carpentering immediately prior to your coming to Upstate New 
York in 1950? 

Mr. Kruru. I stand on the fifth amendment, 

Mr. Scnerer. I will direct the witness to answer the question. 

Mr. Krurnu. I stand on the fifth amendment, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at any 
time prior to your coming to Upstate New York at Trumansburg or 
Ithaca? 

Mr. Krurn. Fifth amendment, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. Oh, no. Witness, I think you should answer the ques 
tion or decline to answer. 

Mr. Kruru. I decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth amend 
ment. Lamsorry. I was trying to expedite the hearing. 

Mr. Scuerer. We don’t want to expedite it that much. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you at any time a member of the Downtown 
Club of the Communist Party in Ithaca between 1950 and 1953? 

Mr. Krurn. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Krutrn. The same answer. I decline to answer on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Scuerer. What years were you in Russia ? 

Mr. Krurn. I was in Russia in 1937, 1938. I was in Russia. I 
forget the date, sir. I am getting a little confused with Spain. 1929 
or 1933, that is right. 

Mr. Screrer. 1929 to 19332 

Mr. Krutru. That is correct. 

Mr. Scnerer. And you lived, I believe? 

Mr. Krutru. Around Leningrad. 

Mr. Scuerer. What were you doing in Russia during that period ? 

Mr. Krurnu. I was in the building trades—that is it. The building 
trades. 

Mr. Scuerer. Would you explain that answer a little more. You 
were in the building trades. You were engaged in construction work ? 

Mr. Krurn. Construction work; yes. My trade is a carpenter. 

Mr. Scuerer. Asan individual or for some company ? 

Mr. Kruru. As an individual. 

Mr. Scurrer. How did you happen to go to Russia in 1929 ? 

Mr. Krurn. Well, I was very much interested in what they were 
doing over there. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were you identified with the Communist Party while 
you were in Russia? 
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Mr. Kruru. I refuse to answer that on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you take any instructions in any of the Com- 
munist schools in Russia while you were there? 

Mr. Krurn. I refuse to answer that on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you take any schooling of any type while you 
were in Russia ? 

Mr. Krurn. I didn’t learn the Russian language very much. 
Around the Leningrad area, there is a large Finnish area, and I 
worked in these areas. In fact, the Karelo Republic is north of there, 
which is a Finnish Republic. 

Mr. Scuerer. My question is, did you take any instructions of any 
kind while you were in Russia ? 

Mr. Krurn. At that time it was the period of what was known as 
the first Five Year Plan of the Soviet Union. There was an intense 
building program going on of all kinds, and the Russians were inter- 
ested in having anybody with any kind of technical or industrial skill 
in coming in there and helping. 

Mr. Scurerer. You had gotten your degree from Columbia at that 
time ? 

Mr. Krurn. And Cornell. 

Mr. Scuerer. And Cornell ? 

Mr. Krurn. ITamsorry. I never wasto Cornell. Columbia. 

Mr. Scuerer. What degree did you have ? 

Mr. Krurn. It was an educational degree. 

Mr. Scurerrer. Now, my question you still haven’t answered. I don’t 
think you are evading it intention: lly. Did you take any instructions 
of any kind while you were in Russia ? 

Mr. Krurn. I refuse to answer that on the ground of the fifth 
amendment, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. Have you had any contact with anybody in Russia 
since you left Russia ? 

Mr. Krurnu. No. 

Mr. Scuerer. No contact? 

Mr. Krutu. No. 

Mr. Scuerer. Have you ever engaged in any activity on behalf of 
the Russian Government in this country ¢ 

Mr. Krutu. No. 

Mr. Scuerer. In behalf of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Krorn. I refuse to answer that on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you have any relatives in Russia at the time you 
went over there? 

Mr. Krourn. No. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were you married at that time? 

Mr. Kruru. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did the family go with you? 

Mr. Krurn. Yes. 

Mr. Scuerer. I think that is all, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Scuerer. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused. ) 
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Mr. Tavenner. Mary Elizabeth Woods, will you come forward, 
please ? 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about 
to give will be the truth, the whole truth, nothing but the truth, so 
help you God? 

Miss Woops. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF MARY ELIZABETH WOODS, ACCOMPANIED BY HER 
COUNSEL, ALBERT L. COLLOMS 


Mr. Suerer. Before counsel begins, we will let the press take care 
of the pictures they want. Then, will the press desist until the testi- 
mony has been taken ? 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please ? 

Miss Woops. Could I request the lights be turned off ? 

Mr. Scurrer. The witness requests the lights be turned off. Does 
that include a er that no pictures be t: aken of you? 

Miss Woops. I don’t care. It is just that the light hurts my eyes. 

Mr. TavenNNER. What is your name, please / 

Miss Woops. Mary Woods. 

Mr. Tavenner. Your middle name? 

Miss Woops. Elizabeth. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I see that you are accompanied by counsel. Will 
counsel identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Cottoms. Albert L. Colloms, 342 Madison Avenue, New York 
City, N. Y. 

Mr. TaveNNER. I suppose it is not embarrassing to ask the young 
lady her age. 

Miss Woops. 24. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were you born? 

Miss Woops. Well, I believe in a New York city hospital in Tucka- 
hoe. 

Mr. TaveNNER. In New York City? 

Miss Woops. I think I was born in New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is adequate enough. 

Miss Woops. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Cottoms. She was there, but she doesn’t recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Miss Woops. Binghamton, N. Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Binghamton ? 

Miss Woops. Two years and 1 month, approximately. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you employed there ? 

Miss Woops. I am. 

Mr. TavenNER. What is the nature of your employment? 

Miss Woops. I work for the Endicott Johnson Shoe Corp. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the general character of your work ? 

Miss Woops. If I told you, you wouldn’t understand. I am a lipset- 
ter. I work in the inner sole department. 

Mr. TaveNnNeER. Prior to your going to Binghamton, where were you 
employed? What were you doing? 

Miss Woops. I got my degree from Cornell University, bachelor of 
science degree from the College of Agriculture in February or Janu- 
ary 1952. 
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Mr. Tavenner. 1952. Did you have any other course of training 
in 1S )52 besides the completion of } your work at Cornell ? 

Miss Woops. Just what I asked my counsel—what do you mean ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you take any course of training at any place 
during 1952 other than at Cornell / 

Miss Woops. Do you mean pre fessional or graduate / 

Mr. TAaveNNER. Any kind of training. 

Miss Woops. No. I don’t know what you are getting at, but no. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend a leadership training school for the 
Communist Party in August of 1952 in Binghamton 4 

Miss Woops. I refuse to answer that on the grounds of the fifth 

mendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then, apparently, you have had some type of train 
he, Does that re fresh your recolle ction ¢ ¢ 

Miss Woops. I = | that you are trying to put me on the spot, that 
[ don’t feel you should be putting me on. I don’t get the implica 
tion that you are trying to shies but my answer—I don’t know. You 
have got me lost. Repeat the question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you repeat the question ? 

(Whereupon the reporter read the question :) 

Then, apparently, you have had some type of training? Does that refresh 
our recollection? 

Miss Woops. You are asking me the same question again. I finally 
understood what was going on. It is the same question as you asked 
previously, to which I stood on my rights under the fifth _ sndment. 

Mr. Scuerer. I didn’t think it was the same question. I direct you 
to answer that. 

Miss Woops. You have got me, then. That is my understanding 
of what his question was. He said then—lI stand on the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. You refuse to answer Mr. Tavenner’s question on the 
crounds of the fifth amendment? Isthat correct? 

Miss Woops. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. A moment ago you told us you had engaged in no 
course of training in 1952 other than at Cornell, and then when I 

sked you the specific question whether you engaged in training at the 
leadership school of the Communist Party in August 1952, you re- 
fused to answer. 

Mr. Scuerrer. Mr. Counsel, I think we understand. Will you pro 
ceed to another question. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, sir. 

When did you enter Columbia ? 

Miss Woops. I went to Cornell. 

Mr. Tavenner. I beg your pardon. 

Miss Woops. September 1947. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you were there until January 1952? 

Miss Woops. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. During that period of time, did you become a 
member of a Communist Party group on the campus? 

Miss Woops. I decline to answer that on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 
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Miss Woops. I decline to answer that on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Scurrer. What did you say you majored in at Cornell ? 

Miss Woops. I was in the Department of Agriculture in which 
you don’t have to major. During most of it, I was a rural sociology 
major. Part of the time, I was an animal husbandry major. 

Mr. Scurrer. You majored in sociology ¢ 

Miss Woops. Not exactly. For part of the time. Rural sociology 
in the Department of Agriculture. 

Mr. Scuerer. What are you doing in the Endicott Shoe Co.? Tell 
us again. 

Miss Woops. Your shoe has an outer sole and a middle sole and 
an inner sole. I happen to be involved in the inner sole. S-o-l-e. 

Mr. Scuerer. You aren’t involved with that inner sole because of 
any instructions from the Communist Party, are you ? 

Miss Woops. I am just talking about your shoe, not my shoe. 
Would you repeat your question ¢ 

Mr. Scuerer. Are you working at the Endicott Johnson Co. be- 
cause of any instructions from the Communist Party ? 

Miss Woops. I chose to go to Endicott Johnson as my own free 
choice, just as he chose to be a lawyer and Mr. Tavenner to be a lawyer, 
I chose. 

Mr. Scuerer. You had no discussion with the Communist Party 
about employment at Endicott ? 

Miss Woops. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Scuerer. I kind of thought that would be your answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have none, either. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Hugh Chaffin. Will you come forward, please, 
sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about 
to give will be the truth, the whole truth, nothing but the truth, so 
help you God? 

Mr. Cuarrty. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF HUGH WESLEY CHAFFIN, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, ALBERT L. COLLOMS 


Mr. Scuerer. Will you be seated. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Cuarrin. I would appreciate it if these bulbs didn’t flash in 
my eyes while I am testifying. If they want to take pictures, let them 
go ahead. 

Mr. Scuerer. The request of the witness is granted. Do you object 
to the lights? 

Mr. Cuarrtn. I can stand them, I can put up with it. 

Mr. Scuerer. Leave the lights on. Counsel, you may proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Cuarrtn. Hugh Wesley Chaffin. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. CuarFin. Yes. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Cottoms. Albert L. Colloms, 342 Madison Avenue, New York 
City. 

Mr. Tavenner. When were you born, Mr. Chaffin ? 

Mr. Cuarrin. Twelfth of November, 1900, in Fort Collins, Colo. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside ¢ 

Mr. Cuarrin. R. D. No. 4, Ithaca, N. Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in or close to Ithaca ? 

Mr. Cuarrin. 34 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you live in Ithaca at any period of time? 

Mr. Cuarrin. Yes, for less than a year. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was that? 

Mr. Cuarrin. That was the winter of 88-89. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your 
educational training has been ? 

Mr. Cuarrin. I attended high school about 314 years in the State 
of Michigan. 

Mr. Tavenner. How have you been employed since 1935, Mr. 
Chaffin ? 

Mr. Cuarrin. Well, up until the fall « 38, I was engaged 
market gardening. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what? 

Mr. Cuarrin. In market gardening. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where? 

Mr. Cuarrin. Near Ithaca, N. Y., and since that time I have been 
an upholsterer. 

Mr. TAaveNNER. Where have you been engaged in the upholstery 
business? In Ithaca? 

Mr. Cuarrin. In Ithaca, and now our shop is outside of Ithaca 
on our own property. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chaffin, there has been evidence introduced in 
the course of this hearing shag tad that you have a knowledge of 
Communist Party activities in Ithaca. Are you aware of the exist- 
ence of a group In Ithaca either at this time or some prior time? 

Mr. Scuerer. May I respectfully suggest to counsel that the rules 

‘f the committee provide that the witness may ask counsel to advise 
rt im with reference to legal matters. 

Mr. Cottoms. He asked me concerning legal matters. 

Mr. Scuerer. I am not saying he didn’t but I just want to refresh 
your recollection, and it is not with reference to factual matters. 

Mr. Cuarrroyx. You mean my own personal knowledge. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Cuarrin. I decline to answer because the question invades my 
rights under the first amendment to the Constitution, and I also de- 
cline to take any chance to being a witness against myself under the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Marqusee, a young student at Cornell Uni- 
versity, has testified about going to Communist Party meetings of the 
downtown group of the Communist Party of Ithaca, which he 
attended with you. Isthat true or is it false? 

Mr. Cuarrin. I decline to answer for the above stated reasons. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Mr. Richardson has also testified to having attended 
Communist Party meetings with you. 

Mr. Cuarrin. Are you sure? 
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Mr. TAvenner. Yes, lam sure. 

Mr. Cuarrin. I didn’t hear that. 

Mr. Scuerer. The question is— 

Mr. Tavenner. I must correct that. I am not sure and, in fact, 
he did not so testify, but, did you know Mr. Richardson ? 

Mr. Cuarrin. I decline to answer that on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Scurrer. You decline to answer whether you knew Mr. 
Richardson ? 

Mr. Cuarrin. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. You had been expelled from the Communist Party 
before Mr. Richardson came to Ithaca. Isn’t that true? 

Mr. Cuarrin. I decline to answer for the above stated reasons. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Cuarrin. I decline to answer for the above stated reasons. 

Mr. Scurerer. You haven’t rejoined since you were expelled ¢ 

Mr. Cuarrin. How is that ¢ 

Mr. Scuerer. You haven’t rejoined the party since you were ex- 
pelled ¢ 

Mr. Cuarrin. I decline to answer your question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment as well as the first amendment. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Cuarrin. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Scugerer. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Edwin Wagner, please. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about 
10 give will be the truth. the whole truth, nothing but the truth, so 
help you God ¢ 

Mr. Wacner. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF EDWIN ROBERT WAGNER, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, SCOTT K. GRAY 


Mr. Waener. I request that the lights be turned off, because it is 
distracting to my concentration. 

Mr. Scuerer. The lights will be turned off and the press will take 
iis pictures and then desist when the testimony is being taken. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name? 

Mr. Waener. Edwin Robert Wagner. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born ? 

Mr. Wacner. Inthe city of New York, May 2, 1928. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Waener. Right here at my side. 

Mr. TAvenner. Will counsel identify himself for the record? 

Mr. Gray. Scott K. Gray, 5 First Street, Troy, N.Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside ? 

Mr. Wacner. City of Syracuse, N.Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Syracuse ? 

Mr. Waener. Approximately 5 vears. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that time, where did you live? 
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Mr. Wacner. In the city of New York. 

Mr. TavenNer. Will you tell the committee, please, what your edu- 
cational training has been 4 

Ir. Wacner. I attended public school in the city of New York, and 
] attended the Cooper Un 10on Se hool ot kK ngineering, also in New York 
City, and I received a degree in 1949, bachelor of aeronautical 
( vineel ng, 

Mr. Tavenner. From what institution 4 

Mr. Wacner. The ¢ oopel ‘Union. 

Mr. Tavenner. And the date when you received your degree? 

Mr. Wacner. June 1949. 

Mr. Scuoerer. That degree was for what 4 

Mir. Wacner. Mechanical e nemeering 

Mr. TavenNer. Where have you been employed since 1949 ¢ 

Mr. Waener. I have had two jobs since 1949. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were they / 

Mr. Wacner. One was as an engineering aide in the New York State 
Department of Public Works, highway division, in the Syracuse office. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you engaged in that type of work? 

Mr. WaGner. A little over a year 

Mr. TaAvenNeER. That brings you up to about 1950. 

Mir. WaGner. Somewhere in 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. How have you been employed since that time? 

Mr. Waener. I have worked at a large electronics manufacturing 
plant just outs de the city of Syracus cena anid time. 

Mr. Tavenner. General Electric ? 

Mr. WaGNER. Yes, that is right. Electronics Park, General 
Electric Co. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the nature of your position there ? 

Mr. Wacner. At the present time, I am employed in the picture 
tube division. They make television picture tubes. The job is known 
as orind and polis} 1 tubes. 

Mr. Taverner. What other type of work did you perform for that 
company ¢ 


Mr. Wagener. I have worked in a machine shop as drill-press 
operator. 
Mir. TAVENNER. What type of work were you engaged in? 


Mr. Wagner. What period do you mean ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Begin from the beginning of your employment 
there? 

Mr. Wacner. Do you know what the machine shop is? 

Mr. Tavenner. I havea general idea. 

Mr. Wagner. My job was to operate a drill press, a drill and ream 
and tap and all kinds of operations and all kinds of materials that were 
used in the manufacture of parts for electronics equipment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were these parts for electronic equipment part of 
the defense orders for this country ¢ 

Mr. Waaner. I was never notified on any particular job just what 


the purpose of the part was to be used for. — way the shop was set 
up, you have a drawing of what is required, what operations were to 
be done, and how much you will be paid for doing the work. As Gen- 
eral Hecktie | is so notorious for. It is 100 percent incentive. Every- 


body ] is to produce. They don’t tell you whe re the work goes. All 
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you are interested in is trying to get the work out and trying to make 
a couple of bucks that day. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you know at any time what these parts you were 
working on were to be used for, whether you were informed by the 
company or not 4 

Mr. Wacner. I never had more than just a vague idea. 

Mr. Scurrer. Did the vague idea include any knowledge as to 
whether they were to be used for mechanisms in connection with 
the defense effort of this country? Did you ever have any vague 
idea about that ? 

Mr. Wacener. I know that the General Electric Co. had considerable 
defense contracts, and I didn’t know just where the work was done 
or who was doing it. It was nevera part of my job. 

Mr. Scuerer. You have a degree in mechanical engineering, do 
you not ¢ 

Mr. Wacner. That is right. 

Mr. Scuerer. And as such, you wouldn’t consider yourself just an 
ordinary mac hin ist, would you 4 

Mr. Waener. What is that? Will you repeat that question ? 

Mr. Scuerer. You wouldn’t consider yourself an ordinary machin- 
ist. would vou? 

Mr. WacGner. What do you mean by an ordinary machinist ? 

Mr. Scnerer. Just an average machinist. They usually don’t have 
degrees, do the Vv, those who work in the machine shop ! 

Mr. WaGner. Well, I guess some do and some don't 

Mr. Scrrerer. With that special knowledge and skill that you had, 
vou certainly knew what the products you were working on were to 
be used for. 

Mr. Wacner. That is not necessarily so. What you learn from 
schools and textbooks is entirely different from what the very com- 
plicated production setu pis in a place like General Electric's Elee 
tronics division. 

Mr. Scruerer. Tell us some of the things you worked on. 

Mr. WacNER. | vee on the — boards. <A. resistor board 
is a piece of fiber or plastic with a whole bunch of holes in it that are 
drilled according to spec ifications, where mounting y posts are put in 
and wiring is attached to it. 

Mr. Scuerer. Tell us about some of the other things. 

Mr. Wacner. If you are really interested in the work I did, you 
can consult with the division. I don’t remember all the details. 

Mr. Scuerer. We are asking you. You would know better. 

Mr. Wacner. My foreman at the time would know best what I did. 
I don’t have the records of every job L ever did. 

Mr. Scrrerer. Would he know better than you ? 

Mr. Wacner. Certainly. He has the records available which I don’t 
at this time. This was several years ago. I don’t see what you are 
getting at. f 

Mr. Scuerer. I just wanted to know one simple thing, whether you 
worked on any gadget used in the defense etfort. 

Mr. Wacner. You should ask the General Electric Co. in Syracuse, 
and they will give you definite information on it, which I can’t say 
definitely whether I did or didn’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive clearance to work on classified 
material ? 
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Mr. Wacner. At which time are you referring to ? 

Mr. Tavenner. At any time. 

Mr. Scuerer. He knows what classified material is. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you answer the question, please ? 

Mr. Wacner. I am not sure what you are getting at. 

Mr. Tavenner. You know whether you were cleared to have access 
to classified information. 

Mr. Waawner. I will decline to answer the question on the grounds 
of the fifth ai iendment, that no witness shall be required to be a wit- 
ness against himself. 

Mr. Scuerer. You are directed to answer that question, whether 
vou were cleared on classified matter. You certainly are directed to 
, swer t t question. 
Mr. Waawner. I think any information you want on that you can 
{ ; ' Electric. Apparei tly, you people are 
rlove with the General Electric Co. in 


rect Tre the General 

re t]y } | and 

trying to get people suspended, and I see it as a—they are giving you 

I] on. They are putting the finger on me, they want 

01 e an example of a couple of people that have been militant 

igainst the company and fighting for the workers’ rights, and they 

are trying to get a couple suspel1 ed to scare the rest of the people, and 

hey will go along with the General Electric and do anvthing that 
1 


General Electric wishes them to without putting up a squawk. They 


‘You open up the yap—we will do to you what we did to 


Mr. Scurrer. We are interested in knowing the type of people 
that are working on products for the defense department of this Gov- 


Mr. Waaner. From my impression from working with those peo- 
ple. from all types, from all backgrounds, all parts of the country 

Mr. Screrer. Perhaps you can tell us if you won’t use the fifth 
ame! di ent to answer some 1f these question 5. 

Mr. Tavenner. When were you given clearance, if you were, to 
have access to classified information ? 

Mr W AGNI R. I refuse to answel that oO! the OTou!l ds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. How could it incriminate you to tell this committee 
you were cleared for the purpose of handling classified material. 

Mr. Wacner. I stand on the fifth amendment just as I did on the 
previou question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive notice that your access to classi- 
fied information would be denied at any time ? 

Mr. Waacwner. I refuse to answer that on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Isn’t it a fact that you received such a notice ? 

Mr. Wacner. I refuse to answer that on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. When vou began your work at this plant in 1950 
at the General Electric Co., were you a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Waaner. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Weren’t vou, as a matter of fact, the chairman of 
the shop « ommittee group of the Communist Party ? 
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Mr. Waener. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. It was testified here this morning by Mr. Richardson 
that he had attended Communist Party meetings in your home. | 
believe in 306 James Street. Let me ask you, did you live at 306 James 
Street ? 

Mr. Wacner. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you live, 306 what street, if I have the 
wrong street. 

Mr. Wacner. What period are you referring to? 

Mr. Scuerer. Any time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Any time. 

Mr. Wacner. Well, I don’t live at 306 James Street, and I never 
lived at 306 James Street. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you live at 306 any other street ? 

Mr. Waener. For a period in Syracuse, I lived at 306 Bernard 
Avenue. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Who lived at 308 Bernard Avenue? 

Mr. Waaner. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. I direct the witness to answer the question. 

Mr. Wacner. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment as I have already stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Mr. James Jones, Jr., who worked with you in 
the shop live for a while at 308, next door to you‘ 

Mr. Waaner. I refuse to answer that question, on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. The witness is directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Waaner. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the fifth amend 
ment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Richardson testified that he attended Com- 
munist Party meetings during the summer of 1951 at your address in 
your home. Was he telling the committee the truth or not ? 

Mr. Waaner. Well, you can drag in your stoolpigeons whose soul 
is bought and paid for with the money I pay taxes with, which I 
strongly object to ] obj tton \ name be il Oo associated with a per- 
son of that character, and I refuse to answer any questions relating to 
any st¢ Ipige ons on the grout ds ( f the fifth ame wime t. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have a full opportunity to disassociate your 
name from the whole thing if it is untruthful, but you have refused to 
answer whether it is true or false. 

Mir. Wacner. I re fuse to answer on the grounds of the fifth amend- 
ment, 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Wacner. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Waaner. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Scurrer. Have you ever passed any classified information to 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Wacner. Are you accusing me of espionage? If you had any 
evidence of espionage, I would have been brought up on charges a 
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long time ago. I object to the form of these questions, where you 
accuse me of be ing’ a spy. I demand I not be implie ated of spying. I 
have never committed espionage or sabotage. 

Mr. Scuerer. Answer the question. 

Mr. WacGner. Will you repeat the question and be specific ? 

Mr. Scuerer. If you didn’t understand my question, how were you 
able to make that speech / 

Mr. Wacner. You are accusing me—I got the implication. You are 
accusing me of espionage. Repeat the question. 

Mr. Scunerer. Did you ever pass any classified information to the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Wacner. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Scuerer. I thought your answer would be that, after that 
spee h. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused.) 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Mr. James Jones, Jr. Will you come forward 
please ? 

Mr. Screrer. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are 


about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, nothing but the truth, 
so help » vou God? 


Mr. Jones. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JAMES I. JONES, JR., ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, ALBERT L. COLLOMS 


Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Cottoms. Albert L. Colloms, 342 Madison Avenue, New York 
city. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name? 

Mr. Jones. My name is James I. Jones, Jr. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born ? 

Mr. Jones. I was born in Chicago, Ill, 1927—July 17. 

Mr. TavenNeErR. Where do you now reside ? 

Mr. Jones. I now reside at 666 Madison Street, Syracuse ib. BE. 

Mr. oan NNER. How long have you lived at that address ? 

Mr. Jones. The latter or the former ? 

Mr. TAVENNER. Possibly I didn’t understand your answer. Will 
the reporter read the answer. 

(Whereupon the reporter read the answer given by the witness :) 


I now reside at 666 Madison Street, Syracuse 10, N. Y. 


Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived at that address? 

Mr. Jones. Approximately 214 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that time, where did you reside ? 

Mr. Jones. At 308 Bernard Avenue. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who lived next door to you at 306? 

Mr. Jonrs. I invoke the fifth amendment on this question, because 
[ don’t think, in the first place—it is legal right for me to invoke the 
fifth amendment. That : the only protection that a witness in my 
position has. Secondly, because your position is much more advan- 
tageous than my position due to the fact that you have a battery or 
menagerie of stoolpigeons that you can draw upon and do occasion- 
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ally, and I am in a position of disproving whatever information is 
given to you by your stoolpigeons, your pedigreed stoolpigeons and 
your snoopers, and I decline to answer that question, and I stand on 
the fitth amendment. 

Mr. Scuersr. In the opinion of the Chair, the witness’ statements 
are clearly in contempt of the Congress of the United States. Will you 
answer the question ¢ 

Mr. Jones. I invoke the fifth amendment by declining. 

Mr. Scuerer. You decline? 

Mr. Jones. I invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. You said you didn’t have the legal right. 

Mr. Jones. I invoked the fifth amendment first, before I started 
answering the other question, if you remember my testimony. 

Mr. Scuerer. Proceed, counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Syracuse ? 

Mr. Jones. Well, I came to Syracuse in 1940. 

Mr. TaAveNNER. What was the date ? 

Mr. Jones. Would you repeat the question / 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first take up your residence in 
Syracuse ? 

Mr. Jones. You mean when did I move to Syracuse ? 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Jones. I moved to Syracuse in 1940. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you lived there continuously since that time ? 

Mr. Jones. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please what your 
educational training has been ? 

Mr. Jonegs. I have had a year and a half at Syracuse University. 

Mr. Tavenner. How have you been employed since 1940 ? 

Mr. Jones. In 1940: to 1945 I was a student going—finishing my 
high school, and in common with that I was employed at the Wool- 
worth stores as a baker and bus boy in order to help ne books and 
clothes and other things in order to attend schools half way decent. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you continued in that employment how long? 

Mr. Jones. Until 1945. 

Mr. Tavenner. How have you been a“ loved since 1945? 

Mr. Jones. I worked in other bakeries along that line doing the 
same kind of work, and then I was out of a job. I don’t remember 
the exact days or the exact years. | stayed at one p lace or the other, 
but I was out of a job, and then for 4 or 5 months, through which L 
drew unemployment insurance checks, and then I was employed at 
the General Electric. 

Mr. TAvenNNeER. When did your employment begin at the General 
Electric ? 

Mr. Jones. On August 8, 1950, as far as I can recollect. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been the nature of your employment with 
GE? 

Mr. Jones. Well, I was employed as a material handler in the GE. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that a shop job in the General Electric? 

Mr. Jones. I don’t know what General Electric calls its buildings, 
but as far as I know I was employed as a material handler. What do 
you mean by shop job? 

Mr. Tavenner. A job in the shop. 

Mr. Jonrs. Would youc allGE a shop or not ? 
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Mr. Tavenner. Well, are you familiar with a group known as 
the shop committeesof the Communist Party made up of members 
of the Communist Party who work in various types of s shops in the 
GE? 

Mr. Jones. I invoke the fifth amendment on that question. I refuse 
to reply by invoking the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, apparently, you do understand what shop 
means, 

Mr. Jones. I only understand the last question, which I gave the 
correct answer to, the answer that I felt 1 wanted to give to you in 
my legal right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member at the particular time of the 
shop committee of the Communist Party while working for GE? 

Mr. Jones. I refuse to answer by inveking the fifth amendment. 

ra Tavenner. Did you attend Communist Party meetings at your 
add at 308 Bernard Street ? 

Mr. Joune: I never lived at 308 Bernard Street. It is 308 Bernard 
Avenue, please. 

Mr. TAvENNER. But was 308. 

Mr. Jones. If you look for 308, and it doesn’t have Bernard Street, 
you wouldn’t find it anywhere. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have corrected me as to the address. Will 
you tell me whether Communist Party meetings were held there. 

Mr. Jones. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were any Communist Party meetings held at your 
address at 666 Madison Street ? ; 

Mr. Jones. I refuse to answer by using the fifth amendment. 


Mr. Tavenner. Were you at any time a member of the Communist 
Party between 1950 and the present date 
Mr wes. I refuse to answer on the previous grounds above 


stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Jones. I also refuse to answer that on the previous erounds I 
lave already stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Scnerer. Did you ever pass any information to the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Ji NES. I refuse that question on the srounds of the fifth 
amel di ent. 

ie. Scuerer. What is your job at GE now ? 

Mr..] NES. Now, or when I was employed ? 

Mr. SCHERER. When you were employed. 

Mr. Jonrs. I wasemployed as a mate rial handler 

Mr. Scuerer. What type of material came under your jurisdiction ? 

Mr. Jones. That is an all inclusive classification. At the time, I 
was haz dling boxes that had the finished television set in, that was 
going to different warehouses or to different customers. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you ever handle any different type materials 
than you have just described ? 

Mr. Jonrs. Yes, I have handled parts that go into assimilating 
parts that go into the chassis of the television and the tube. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you ever handle any parts that went to the war 
effort ? 


] 
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Mr. Jones. Not as far as I know, unless it was mixed in with the 
ether. 

Mr. Scurrer. As far as you know, you didn’t. 

Mr. Jones. As far as I know. 

Mr. Scuerer. You have no further questions, Mr. Tavenner ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. No, I have no further questions. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused.) 

Mr. Scurrer. We will have a 10-minute recess. 

(Whereupon a short recess was taken. ) 


AFTER RECESS 


Mr. Scuerer. Counsel, are you ready ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. Mr. George Cook, will you come forward 
please. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are 
about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, nothing but the truth, 
so help you God 4 

Mr. Cook. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF GEORGE W. COOK, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
SCOTT K. GRAY 


Mr. Scuerer. You may proceed. 

Mr. Cook. Would you turn off that heht ? It kind of mak me feel 
like the third degree. My name is George Cook. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel 

Mr. Cook. Lam. 

Mr. ‘T \VEN NER, Will counsel identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Gray. Scott Gray, 5 First Street, Troy, N. Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you have a middle initial, Mr. Cook? 

Mr. Coox. W. 

Mr. Tavenner. George W. Cook. When and where were you born { 

Mr. Coox. Nevada County, Ark. in a country town, in 1907. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you now reside / 

Mr. Cook. In Schuyler County, N. Y. My post office address is 
Alpine. 

Mr. TAvenNER. How far is that from Ithaca ? 

Mr. Cook. Sixteen or 17 miles. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in the vie inity of Ithaca? 

Mr. Coox. I have lived in that same place for 814 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you live prior to that time ? 

Mr. Cook. Lots ot places. The last place 1 lived before that was 
Detroit. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you in Detroit ? 

Mr. Coox. Three years. 

Mr. TavenNeER. That would be roughly from 1943 to 1945? 

Mr. Cook. Yes. 

Mr. TaveNNER. What was your business in Detroit ? 

Mr. Coox. I worked for the Hudson Motor Car Co. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have any other employment in Detroit ? 

Mr. Coox. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to 1943, where did you live, and how were 
you employed ¢ 








4406 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE ALBANY, N. Y., AREA 


Mr. Coox. Let’s begin at one end or the other. 

Mr. Tavenner. We have already begur at one end. 

Mr. Coox. I worked in Yonkers. I worked for the Alexander 
Smith carpet shop. 

Mr. Tavenner. How were you employed just prior to 
Detroit ? 

Mr. Coox. I lived in Memphis, Tenn. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. How long did you live in Memphis, Tenn. ? 

Mr. Coox. About a year. I think a little less than a year. 

Mr. Tavenner. That would be in the year 1942 approximately. 
What was your employment there ¢ 

Mr. Coox. I worked for the National Fireworks. I also worked 
for Goldsmith’s Department Store and for the American Finishing 
Co. It wasa cotton manufacturing company. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were you employed prior to going to 
Memphis, Tenn., in 1942! 

Mr. Coox. I taught school in a public school in Arkansas. 

Mr. Tavenner. Arkansas. Where in Arkansas? 

Mr. Cook. Manilla, not in Manilla, but out in the country near 
Manilla. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you located there 

Mr. Coox. About a year, a little less. 

Mr. Tavenner. And where were you prior to 1941; that is, prior 
to your going to Arkansas / 

Mr. Cook. Prior to my going to Arkansas, I was in Yonkers. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your occupation in 
Yonkers ¢ 

Mr. Coox. I worked in the Alexander Smith Carpet Co. 

Mr. ‘TavENNER. How long were you in Yonkers? 

Mr. Coox. I was in Yonkers 5 years, but I didn’t work for the 
carpet company all that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. That would take you back to 1936. 

Mr. Coox. About that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please what formal 
educational training you have had ? 

Mr. Coox. I had an AB degree from Adrian College in Michigan 

Mr. TAvENNER. Did you attend any ot her schools ¢ 

Mr. Coox. I went to a theological seminary for 2 years after that. 

Mr. 'TavenNerR. Where? 

Mr. Coox. Westminster, Md., Whittaker Chambers’ home town, but 
I didn’t see him when I was there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you seen him since ? 

Mr. Cook. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr, Cook, I have before me an excerpt from the 
Ithaca Journal of October 21, 1949, in the column known as the “Let- 
ters from the people” a letter addressed to the editor over the name 
of George W. Cook, Alpine, N. Y. I will hand the letter to you and 
ask you if you wrote that as a contribution to the paper and if—— 

Mr. Coox. I don’t have to read the letter. I can tell you. I can 
answer the question in my way without that. I would like to cooperate. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that letter written by you? 

Mr. Coox. I would like to cooperate with this committee or with 
any committee that is investigating un-American activities. 


going to 
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Mr. Scurrer. Just a minute, witness. The question is plain and 

simple. Did you write the letter? If you don’t want to answer, the 
| will tell you what you should do. 
Mr. Cook. Can I answer it my way ’ 

Mr. Scuerer. Answer the question and then give the explanation 

Mr. Coox. I am going to decline because of the protec ‘tion afforded 
me by the fifth amendment and also by the first amendment regarding 
freedom of speec h. 

fr. Scuerer. Proceed with the next question, Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. I read in the course of the letter t] us statement: 
“But about 14 years ago, I joined the Communist Party.” Is it true 
that 14 years prior to October 21, 1949, you joined the Communist 
Party ? ¢ 

Mr. Cook. I am going to decline to answer that question on exactly 
the same grounds. As I said, I would be perfe rete willing to coope rate 
with this committee on any investigation of American activities, 
but I don’t think, whatever the committee may thinks, that finding jobs 
for Negroes and organizing an open shop in industries are un-Amer 
ican activities, and I can’t cooperate with you if you are objecting to 
finding jobs for Negroes, which I don’t think is un-American. 

Mr. Scurerer. Neither do we. The Communist Party, we think, i 

Mr. Coox. That is one thing I think has been brought ont. Is that 
un-American activity which the stoolpigeons have found so repre- 
hensible ? 

Mr. Screrer. Proceed with the next question. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is the purpose of the committee to examine fully 
into the operations of the Communist Party not only as to the extent 
of the operations but the method and manner in which it operates. 
For instance, I have before me a photostatic copy of a check. On 
the check appears the language, “Communist Party of New York 
State, 35 East 12th Street, New York 3, N. Y.” The date is July 21, 
1949. It is payable to one George W. Cook in the amount of $49.50 
and is drawn on the Amalgamated Bank of New York. The name 
signed to the check is “Communist Party of New York State, Mary 
Moller” or “Miller”—I am not certain which—* Assistant Treasurer 
I hand you a photostatic copy of this check and ask you to identify 
it if you will. 

Mr. Coox. Was the check honored ? 

Mr. Tavenner. And explain what the purpose of it was, if you 
can recall. 

Mr. Cook. I am going to decline to answer that question entirely 
on the grounds that I previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did the Communist Party deliver a check to you 
for $49.50 in 1949? % 

Mr. Cook. I have told you that I am going to decline to answer 
that question on the grounds I previously stated. 

Mr. Tavennenr. I desire to offer the photostatic copy of the check 
in evidence and ask that it be marked “Cook Exhibit No. 1 

Mr. Scruerer. So received and so ordered. 

(Photostatic copy of check from Communist Party of New York 
State, 35 East 12th Street, New York 3, N. Y., dated July 21, 1949, 
payable to George W. Cook was marked as “Cook Exhibit No. 1” 
respectively, and received in evidence. )? 
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Mr. Tavenner. I also offer in evidence excerpt from the Ithaca 
Jour ni al of October 21, 1949, and ask that it be marked “Cook Exhibit 
No. 2.’ 

Mr. Scuerer. So received and so ordered. 

(Excerpt from Ithaca Journal of October 21, 1949, marked as “Cook 
Exhibit No. 2” was received in evidence. )” 

Mr. Tavenner. What transaction did you have with the Com- 
munist Party out of which any transaction arose involving money in 
L949 % ; 

Mr. Cook. I decline to answer that in regard to 1949 or any other 
vear on the grounds om I previously stated, on the grounds of the 
protection afforded me by United States Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time receive a salary from the Com- 
munist Party for services pel formed or to be pe r formed by you! 

Mr. Cook. Are you through with your question ? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Coox. My answer is the same thing. I refuse to answer on the 
erounds of the protectiol atforded be by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where you a member of the Communist Party at 
inytime ¢ 

Mr. Coox. I refuse to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Scurerer. Where did you say you are employed today ? 

Mr. Cook. Where am I employed now? I am emp loved by the 
Un-American Activities Committee today. 

Mr. Scuerer. What is vour regular employment ? 

Mr. Coox. Tama construction laborer. 

Mr. Scuerer. What company ? 

Mr. Cook. Struse of Phil idelphia. 

Mr. Scuerer. What was the name of the company ? 

Mr. Coox. Struse. 

Mr. Scuerer. Isthat the full name of the company ¢ 

Mr. Coox. I don’t get a check. I get a pay envelope, and that is 
what we call it. I couldn't give you the full name of the company. I 
cwuess it is S-t-r-u-s-s or S-t-r-u-s-e—I don’t know. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you stated you were in Detroit between 
1934 and 45. 

Mr. Cook. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you become acquainted with Bereniece Baldwin 
while you were in Detroit ? 

Mr. Cook. I will decline to answer that on the protection afforded 
me by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. TAvenner. Bereniece Baldwin testified before the Committee 
on Un-American Activities in Detroit on February 29, 1952 

Mr. Coox. I don’t doubt it. 

Mr. Tavenner. At that time, I asked her, “Will you please identify 
for the committee the names of those whom you can recall that you met 
as members either of the Fred Douglass 14th ¢ ‘ongressional Club,” 
meaning club of the Communist Party. In the course of her answer, 
Mrs. Baldwin stated: 

George Cook, formerly of the 14th Club, transferred in approximately 1947 to 
New York State. He had studied the ministry in his early days. He would 
carry the policies through on the connections between the Communist Party and 
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what religion stood for, the relationship between the two. He was literature 
director of the 14th Club. Melba, his wife, was also active. 

Was Mrs. Baldwin telling the truth about your connection with 
Communist Party activities in Detroit 

Mr. Cook. I am not going to answer stoolpigeons who could prob- 
ably bring up a couple of hundred names. I am going to stand on the 
fifth amendment and refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. SCHERER. She was a fellow member of the Communist Party 
atthe time. I can’t understand your berating her. 

Mr. Coox. I don’t degrade her. She must have degraded herself. 

Mr. Scurrer. I said “berating her.” 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you continue in Communist Party activities in 
Ithaca after you moved there? 

Mr. Coox. I told you that I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds of the protection mak a me by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member, and did you attend meetings 
of the Downtown Club of the Communist Party of Ithaca between 
1951 and 1953? 

Mr. Coox. Who said so? 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you? 

Mr. Coox. Did anyone say I did? 

Mr. Tavenner. My question is, Did you? 

Mr. Cook. I decline to answer that on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Scurrer. Is my recollection correct, Mr. Counsel, that Bere- 
niece Baldwin was an undercover agent for the FBI? 

Mr. TaveENNER. She was. 

Mr. Scuerer. In the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Tavenner. For a period, I believe, of 7 or 8 years. 

Mr. Cook. The worst accusation that could be brought against me 
is that I ever associated with slimy characters as some of them that 
have been dug up by this committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you associated with any of those persons that 
you called slimy characters in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Coox. I decline to answer that on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment, especially the part of it that would degrade me. 

Mr. Scurrer. You are degrading yourself in the eyes of every- 
body who is here. 

Mr. Cook. Possibly in the eyes of this committee. 

Mr. Scurrer. You are doing a pretty good job of it, especially for a 
man who has had 2 years in a theological school. Go ahead, Mr. 
Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cook. I decline to answer that on the grounds that I have 
previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Scuerer. The witness is excused. 

(Whereupon the witness was excused. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Jack Davis, will you come forward, please. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you solemnly swear that the t testimony you are 
about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, nothing but the truth, 
so help you God ? 


Mr. Davis. I do. 
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TESTIMONY OF JACK DAVIS 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir. 

Mr. Davis. Jack Davis. 

Mr. TaveNNer. You appeared as a witness before this committee in 
July 1953, did you not ? 

Mr. Davis. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is noted that you are not accompanied by counsel ? 

Mr. Davis. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have the privilege of having counsel if you so 
desire. 

Mr. Davis. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I do not want to take the time in 
committee to have this witness repeat his background of his education 
and his employment, because that was made a matter of public record 
in the hearing conducted by the comittee in 195: 

Mr. Scuerer. I recall. You may remind the committee only that 
the witness testified at that time that he became a member of the Com- 
munist Party in 1936. 

Mr. Davis. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. That he withdrew from the Communist Party at 
what date, Mr. Davis? 

Mr. Davis. About 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that he has had no connection with the Com- 
munist Party since that time. Mr. Davis, if you will recall, was one 
of the witnesses who testified regarding the Communist Party mem- 
bership of James McNamara, which was referred to in the preliminary 
tatement made by the chairman of this subcommittee at the beginning 
of this hearing. 

Mr. Scuerer. Davis’ testimony last year was very helpful to this 
committee, and I recall it distinctly. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the course of the witness’ testimony in 1953, 
he referred to his experience as an organizer inthe UE. At that time 
he was directed by the committee not to testify on that subject as 
there were matters then under investigation which might necessitate 
recall at a later date. So, Mr. Davis, I want to begin with your ex- 
perience in the Communist Party in places other than Albany, and 
related to your employment during the period that you were an 
organizer of UE without repe ating any of your former testimony. 

Where were you living at the time you first became a member of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Davis. In Albany, N. Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first become employed as an organizer 
for UE? 

Mr. Davis. About September 1, 1941. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, the circum- 
stances under which you became e mployed by UE? 

Mr. Davis. In the summer of 1941, I was employed by the Capital 
District CIO Council as an organizer—sometime during the months 
of August, I was asked by Leo Jandreau, who is the business agent of 
Local No. 301 of the UE, to come to work as organizer for the U TE, and 
after he talked to Mr. James Matles, the director of organization, I 
received a letter from Mr. Matles stating that I had been hired, and I 
would start work about the 1st of September. 
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Mr. TavenNer. You were employed by Mr. Matles on the recom- 
mendation of Mr. Jandreau ? 

Mr. Davis. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. And the date of your employment was what? 

Mr. Davis. About September 1, 1941. 

Mr. TavENNrER. Where were you assigned to duty ¢ 

Mr. Davis. I was assigned to represent the UE in Rome, New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee whether or not you 
were a member of the-Communist Party at the time you were 
employed ¢ 

Mr. Davis. I was a member of the party, of the Communist Party 
at the time, but I was inactive. I had been inactive for about a year 
at that time, but I was still a member. 

Mr. TavenNneR. Do you know of your own knowledge whether or 
not your Communist Party membership played any factor in your 
employment by UE? 

Mr. Davis. No, I don’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. You did not discuss with Mr. Jandreau your Com- 
munist Party affiliation at the time he recommended you? 

Mr. Davis. No, I didn’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain on your assignment in 
Rome ? 

Mr. Davis. I remained from about the 1st of September until some 
time in the latter part of December of 1941. 

Mr. Tavenner. During that period of time, did you engage in any 
Communist Party activities in Rome ? 

Mr. Davis. I didn’t attend any meetings as such, but I was in con- 
tact with some people who were members of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the occasion for your contact with Com- 
munist Party members in Rome? 

Mr. Davis. Well, in one case, because of the housing shortage at 
that time, I was unable to find a place to stay, and I lived with a man 
by the name of Harry B. Ellingford, who identified himself as a 
member of the Communist Party. E-1-l-i-n-g-f-o-r-d. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that the only Communist connection that you 
had while working for the UE in Rome? 

Mr. Davis. Well, there was another man who came to the place I 
was living, Mr. Ellingford’s home, a Mr. Cherwaty, Joseph Cherwaty. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you spell it? 

Mr. Davis. I will try. I believe it is spelled C-h-e-r-w-a-t-y, and 
Mr. Cherwaty also identified himself as a member of the Communist 
Party, and Mr. Ellingford, myself, and Mr. Cherwaty had many 
discussions about the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your next assignment with the UE? 

Mr. Davis. Well, I would lke to explain that at the time I left 
Rome I had resigned as a UE organizer. I left Rome, and resigned 
because I was dissatisfied with the assignment that was given to me. 
I came back to work in the Albany area as a waiter, which was my 
regular line of work. I was still living at Albany at the time. My 
home was here, but I had resigned at that time-—-December. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you subsequently reemployed by the UE? 

Mr. Davis. In 1942—about May 1942, I was approved by Willard 
Bliss, who is the international representative, and asked to come back 
to work for the UE, and I was promised that I would be given a much 
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better assignment, an assignment I would be satisfied with, and so I 
came back to work. I was rehired on June Ist, 1942. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Where was you assignment on this occasion ? 

Mr. Davis At Fort Edward, N. Y., where there is a new General 
Electric plant, and I was assigned to organize the plant. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. How long did you remain at Fort Edward? 

Mr. Davis. I remained in that area until about August of 1942. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you transferred from there to another field ? 

Mr. Davis. I was transferred to Syracuse, N. Y., in the latter part of 
August 1942. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee the circumstances sur- 
rounding your transfer to Syracuse ? 

Mr. Davis. I was transferred to Syracuse because I had completed 
the work of organizing the General Electric Fort Edward plant, and 
I was asked to go to Syracuse in order to work on the organization 
of a new GE plant, which has just been constructed in Syracuse, which 
I agreed to do, and I moved my home from Albany to Syracuse at 
that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of your duties as an organ- 
izer in Syracuse? 

Mr. Davis. Well, the main job at that time was to organize the 
General Electric plants there. In addition to that, to work on organi- 
zation of several other plants such as the Easy Washing Machine 
Co., several other plants—I can’t recall at the time—Globe Forge and 
a number of others, and in addition to that, to handle grievances that 
came up in the various plants and, naturally, to organize the local 
unions there and get them functioning and see that they functioned 
properly 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you engage in any Communist Party activity 

while assigned to the Fort Edward area ? 

Mr. Davis. No, at that time I was inactive in the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you engage in any Communist Party activity 
during the period you were working at Syracuse ? 

Mr. Davis. Yes, shortly after I came to Syracuse, I was contacted 
by the organizer for the Communist Party, who was a man by the 
name of George Sheldrick, and I was assigned to a group in Syracuse 
called the industrial group, and I attended meetings of the industria] 
group. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, how this group 
of the party functioned and what its principal objectives were? 

Mr. Davis. Well, I would say at the time I was in Syracuse, the 
principal objective of the industrial group was to help the UE to 
organize the people into the UE and also to use that as the basis of 
recruiting as many of the members of the UE into the party, ané 
aside from that, it was the general work engaged in by the Communist 
Party of carrying out the party line in building the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain active with that indus- 
trial group of the Communist Party in Syracuse ? 

Mr. Davis. All the time that I lived in Syracuse, I attended meet- 
ings off and on of the industrial group. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was from August 1942, until what date? 

Mr. Davis. Oh, about the middle of 1944. 

Mr. Tavenner. Approximately 2 years? 
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Mr. Davis. Approximately about. I can’t recall the exact month, 
but it was some time, I would say, about the middle of the year, 1944. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Will you tell the committee, please, who were active 
in the Communist Party in Syracuse; that is, in the industrial group 
to which you were assigned ? 

Mr. Davis. Well, I would say that at the time it was made up of 
all of the UE organizers there, because all the UE organizers were 
members of the Communist Party, and in addition to the UE organ- 
izers, there were some people who worked in the plants there. Do 
vou want It ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, if you will give the names of those who were 
members of that group, please, and if they were organizers or what- 
ever positions they held, either with the union or outside of the union. 
i would like to have that as identifying information. 

Mr. Davis. James Taylor. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was James Taylor ? 

Mr. Davis. He was an employee of the Carrier Air Conditioning 
Company in Syracuse. He was active in the UE, a member of the 
UE. George Sheldrick. He was a party organizer, a Communist 
Party organizer. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the last name? 

Mr. Davis. S-h-e-l-d-r-i-e-k. 

Mr. Tavenner. He was the man who first contacted you ? 

Mr. Davis. That is right. Etta Sheldrick, his wife, who was also a 
UE organizer. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mean the wife was a UE organizer ? 

Mr. Davis. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where these persons were UE organizers, will you 
please so state ? 

Mr. Davis. Willard Riker, UE organizer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give me that name. 

Mr. Davis. R-i-k-e-r. Willard Riker. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. 

Mr. Day Is. James Miller. He was president of the UE local in the 
Delco General Motors plant. Pardon me. I am referring to Roches 
ter. Mr. Miller was the president of the local in the Delco plant in 
Rochester. 

Mr. TaveNNER. When were you assigned to Rochester? 

Mr. Davis. That was later. That was about the middle of 1944. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let us proceed first with those at Syracuse. 

Mr. Davis. Milo Lathrop. He was at one time Educational Direc 
tor of the UE District No. 3. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell his last name? 

Mr. Davis. L-a-t-h-r-o-p. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. 

Mr. Davis. Al Kent. He was the business agent for Local No. 320 
of the General Electric plant, the General Electric plant in Syracuse. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Davis. Diantha Hoag, UE organizer. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. 

Mr. Davis. Ruth Hill, who was an office worker employed in some 
office around Syracuse. Raymond Grayson, UE organizer. Eliza- 
beth Field, UE organizer, Neil Eastman, who was an organizer for 
the Mine, Mill & Smelter Workers’ Union. 
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Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell it? 

Mr. Davis. E-a-s-t-m-a-n. Philomena DiSiena, who was the Di- 
rector of Women’s activities for the UE District No. 3. William 
Crandall, who was an employee of ~ C arrier Air Conditioning Com- 
pany in Syracuse and an active member in the UE. Cyril Kleinman. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell it ? 

Mr. Davis. K-l-e-i-n-m-a-n. He was employed by the GE in Syra- 
cuse and was an active member in the UE. Willard Bliss, interna- 
tional representative of the UE. 

Mr. Tavenner. He was a member of this same group. Is he the 
one who was responsible for your reemployment as a UE organizer? 

Mr. Davis. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. The same person ? 

(Mr. Davis nods head affirmatively.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Mr. Bliss know when he reemployed you as an 
organizer that you were a member of the Communist Partv ? 

Mr. Davis. That is right. Definitely. 

Mr. Tavenner. How did he know that? 

Mr. Davis. Well, during the period, the first period that I was 
employed by the UE in 1941, he discussed the question of party mem- 
bership about both his membership and my membership on several 
occasions with me at Rome and at Syracuse. 

Mr. TavenneR. Very well. 

Mr. Davis. Harriett Bliss, his wife, who w: as employed as a secretary 
in the UE District Office in Syracuse. Jack Zucker, UE organizer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well. 

Mr. Davis. That is all, as far as Syracuse is concerned. 

Mr. Tavenner. It appears from the names that you have given us 
of members of the industrial group of the Communist Party in Syra- 
cuse that most of the members were either UE organizers or held some 
other position or were definitely connected with the UE, does it not ¢ 

Mr. Davis. I would say that generally was so. There were several 
other people whose names I can’t recall. Generally, that was so in this 
case. 

Mr. TaveNNeER. Will you tell the committee, please, where the meet- 
ings were held of this group, if you can ? 

Mr. Davis. I don’t recall any addresses, but they were generally 
held at the home of the party organizer. In addition, there also were 
quite a number of meetings that I attended in Syracuse and in other 
parts of the State with some of the people or most all of the people that 
I have mentioned, which were held after there was a UE staff meet- 
ing. The meetings were made up of staff members of the UE, but 
they were Communist Party meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. I want to ask you more about that later. Who was 
the Communist Party organizer in that area at that time? You said 
many of the meetings were held in his home ¢ 

Mr. Davis. George Sheldrick was the organizer for part of the time 
that I lived in Syracuse. He later, I believe, went into the service. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, I am not speaking of staff meetings of the 
UE that you referred to a moment ago or the Communist Party meet- 
ings held after the staff meetings, but in the ordin: ary meeting of this 
group of the Communist Party, what business was transac ted? What 
was the nature of their meetings ? 
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Mr. Davis. Well, generally, the discussion about recruiting, the 
necessity of recruiting more people into the Communist Party, and 
always the necessity of building the UE and organizing the plants in 
Syracuse, bringing more people into the party. They always sold 
literature at these meetings and asked the members to take literature 
with them to give or sell to other people, and, of course, the general 
discussion about whatever the line of the party happened to be at the 
moment and how best to carry it out and carry it into the union and 
carry it out in the various shops that the union was active in. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that the UE organizers in Syracuse were 
members. Do you mean that all of the UE organizers were members 
or only part of them ? 

Mr. Davis. I would say that all of them were. I can’t recall any 
UE organizer in Syracuse who was not a member of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever have a discussion with any superior 
of yours about the subject of Communist Party membership of UE 
organizers? 

Mr. Davis. Well, I had discussions with Willard Bliss, who was my 
superior, my immediate superior, about Communist Party member- 
ship and about Communist Party problems and programs and so on. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Bliss at that time was the international rep- 
resentative of the UE ? 

Mr. Davis. Yes, in charge of District No. 3; that is, upstate New 
York. 

Mr. Tavenner. What view did he take of Communist Party mem- 
bership on the part of members of the UE ? 

Mr. Davis. Members of the staff ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, either or both. 

Mr. Davis. Well, he took the same position that all the Communist 
Party members did, and that is that they should all become members 
of the party if they weren’t already. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, I notice that practically all of those, if not 
in fact all, of those named by you, who were members of the industrial 
group of the Communist Party in Syracuse, were connected with UE 
in one form or another. While in Syracuse, did you become acquainted 
with persons who were not members of the UE or who were not mem- 
bers of the industrial club of the Communist Party and yet who were 
members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Davis. Well, I believe that I did mention 2 or 3 of them. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the course of your—— 

Mr. Davis. Of mentioning the members of the Industrial group. 
I believe I mentioned 2 or 3 of them. I can’t recall any others. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you left Syracuse, where were you assigned ? 

Mr. Davis. I was assigned to Rochester, N. Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you take up your duties there ? 

Mr. Davis. Sometime about the middle of the year 1944. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you working there in the same capacity, that 
of UE organizer? 

Mr. Davis. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you engage in Communist Party activities 
while in Rochester ? 

Mr. Davis. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell the committee about that, please. 
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Mr. Davis. Well, after I was in Rochester for a short time, I was 
approached by the party organizer there and assigned again to meet 
withthe group calle ac ihe industrial group. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the Communist Party organizer in 
Rochester ? 

Mr. Davis. I can’t recall exactly, because there were 2 people, 2 
women, who were sort of working together, and their names were Fay 
Vedro and Bertha Lowitt. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell them ? 

Mr. Davis. Fay Vedro, V-e-d-r-o, and Bertha Lowitt, L-o-w-i-t-t. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mean you aren’t certain which was the Com 
munist Party organizer? Is there any question in your mind but 
what they were both members of the Communist Party / 4 

Mr. Davis. No question about that. The y were both sort of work- 
ing together at the time as the Communist Party organizers. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say as a result of their approaching you, you 
were assigned to the industrial group of the Communist Party in 
Rochester ? 

Mr. Davis. Right. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain in Rochester / 

Mr. Davis. I remained there ve about November 1945. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there any special difference in the way in 
which the Communist Part; in dustesal group was organized and op 
erated in Rochester from the way it was in Syracuse ? 

Mr. Davis. I would say there was no difference. It operated in 
the same way that the Syracuse group did. The meetings were held, 
and the same things were taken up, how to recruit people into the 
Communist Party and how to help the UE to build the organization 
in the various plants there and selling the literature, carrying out the 
party program and bringing it into the UE and into the plants that 
the US was in, and where it was trying to get into. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, who were mem- 
bers of the group that you were attached to in Rochester; that is, the 
group of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Davis. There was James Miller, whom I previously men- 
tioned. He was the president of the UE Local which had been estab- 
lishad in the General Motors plant, the Delco General Motors plant 
there, and there was a Ted Buczek, who was the UE organizer, and 
his wife. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell it? 

Mr. Davis. Buczek, B-u-c-z-e-k, and his wife, Catherine Hull 
Buezek. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did she hold any position with the VE? 

Mr. Davis. She was a UE organizer. 

Mr. TAvennNeR. Was her husband an organizer also ? 

Mr. Davis. That is correct. And, of course, Fay Vedro and Bertha 
Lowitt, and there were others which I don’t recall at the moment. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that you worked as an organizer in 
Rochester until November 1945? 

Mr. Davis. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where were you assigned from there ? 

Mr. Davis. I was then assigned to the Springfield area of Spring- 
field, Massachusetts, or western Massachusetts because I also covered 
Holyoke and Greenfield, Mass., and the area all around Springfield. 
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Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did you engage in the same general type of work 
in that area as you had performed at Syracuse and Rochester ? 

Mr. Davis. My work was the same. 

Mr. Tavenner. As UE organizer? 

Mr. Davis. UE organizer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you find any difference in the situation about 
the Communist Party me mbership among important officials of the 
UE in that area, Springfield area, from what you found in Syracuse 
and Rochester ? 

Mr. Davis. No, it was exactly the same, except that at the time I 
came to Springfield, the local party had seemed to be in a very dis- 
organized state, and that was because the party organizer had just 
gone into the service and his wife was sort of running things, and it 
Was run very loosely, and it was some time before I was approached 
to participate in the activity of the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the organizer who had left for the service ? 

Mr. Davis. His name was Daniel Boone Schirmer. 

Mr. Tavenrer. Do you know where Daniel Boone Schirmer is now / 

Mr. Davis. No, I don’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say his wife continued to carry on in his 
absence ? 

Mr. Davis. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. As Communist Party organizer? 

Mr. Davis. For a while, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was she supplanted later by any other person that 
you know of ? 

Mr. Davis. Well, there was a man who came along later on and took 
over the duties as party organizer, and his name was Sidney Lip 

— and there also was a short time when a fellow by the name of 

\dvis Bennett, who was acting as party organizer, who at one time 
was a UE organizer also—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Will vou spell his name? 

Mr. Davis. L-i-p-s-h-i-r-« 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was it that approached you with regard to 
your affiliation of the local group of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Davis. I don’t recall exactly who approached me originally. 
Mr. Lipshire s approched me and assigned me to a group that was also 
called the industrial group. 

Mr. Taverner. Was this industrial group made up of the same gen 
eral type of membership as the groups at Syracuse and Rochester? 

Mr. Davis. Pretty much the same, yes. Pretty much the same. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give me the names of the members of that 
group ? 

Mr. Davis. Joseph Spellman. Joseph Spellman was an employee 
of the Westinghouse plant in west Springfield, or East Springfield, 
Mass., and there was a Frank Parker who was president of the UE 
local at the Worthington Machinery Co. in Holyoke. There was a C. 
Herbert Salter, UE field organizer. 

Mr. Tavenner. S-a-l-t-e-r? 

Mr. Davis. That is right. 

Mr. TavenneEr. There is a Leon Massa who is the business agent of 
the UE local at the Worthington Machinery Co. ? 
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Mr. Davis. Right. And there was Sidney Lipshires, the Communist 
Party organizer. There was an Abe Hoffman, who, I believe, was 
e mployed_ at the General Electric plant in Holyoke. There was a Jack 
Haraty who was an officer of the UE local that was established at the 
Smith & Wesson Co. in Springfield. There was a Donald Bollen, UE 
organizer; Warren Bliss, who was employed at Holyoke and his wife, 
Madge Bliss. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us the spelling of the name of Donald 
Bollen? 

Mr. Davis. B-o-l-l-e-n. There was a Richard Kline, K-]-i-n-e, who, 
I believe, was some sort of a lawyer but who was very active in the 
Progressive Party in western Massachusetts. 

Mr. Tavenner. He was a member of this group with you? 

Mr. Davis. He met with the group. He was sort of a functionary, 
just a part time functionary of the party on occasion. He would head 
the group in some cases. And his wife—I don’t recall her first name. 
His wife, Mrs. Richard Kline, and a Dave Bennett, who was a UE 
organizer at one time and also a Communist Party organizer at another 
time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were there any organizers of the UE in the 
Rochester area while you were there who were not members of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Davis. I don’t recall any were not members of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were there any in the Springfield area, located 
there, while you were there, who were not members of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Davis. No, I would say that all of the UE organizers in that 
area were also members of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you told us how long you remained in the 
Springfield area as a UE organizer ? 

Mr. Davis. I remained there until sometime about the first of 
June 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you tell us that you left the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Davis. About 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you go to the Springfield area? 

Mr. Davis. About November 1945. 

Mr. Tavenner. So during the last 2 years of your period in Spring- 
field, you were not a me smber of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Davis. I wasn’t as such, but I would like to explain that I 
wasn’t bothered about it very much. It seemed to me that the matter 
that I was not in the party any longer was sort of accepted as all right, 
and the people who were in the party, of course—I didn’t lose them 
as friends, or people whom I worked with—they continued to work 
with me, but I did not attend meetings at that time, and as I stated 
in the hearings last July, I didn’t write any letter of resignation. I 
just started to drift away from the party in 1947 and I broke all my 
connections in 1948, and, in fact, later, I x as told by—I can’t recall 
who—but someone in the party told me I had been just sort of sus- 
pended or removed from the rolls and so on. 

Mr. TavenNeER. How long did you remain an organizer for UE? 

Mr. Davis. Until about June 1950. 
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Mr. Scuerrer. May I inquire of counsel about how long he thinks it 
will take before he finishes with this witness. 

(Whereupon Representative Scherer conferred with Mr. Tavenner.) 

Mr. Scuerer. At this time, the committee will recess until tomorrow 
morning at 9 o’clock. We are going to try to start at 9 o’clock. All 
witnesses, of course, who have been subpenaed for today and tomorrow 
will appear tomorrow morning at 9 a.m. 

(Whereupon the hearing was adjourned at 5:03 p. m. to reconvene 
at 9a.m.,the following day.) 
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